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D e a r  S t u d e n t s

Welcome to the KS4 Options Curriculum Booklet, designed to help you make an 

informed choice on which subjects you’ll  study from September 2021. 

Up until this point, you’ve been told what subjects you study but for the first time 

you now have some choice! You may already have a good idea about want you 

want to study but don’t panic if you haven’t. This booklet is to help you make your 

options choices whether you think you’ve decided or not.

Making these choices is your opportunity to take control of your learning and to 

begin to shape the way you want your future to be. It is also your chance to start 

laying the foundations for what you do after leaving school. 

There are certain subjects that are compulsory for all students in England, 

this means that you have to study them! These include; English, Mathematics, 

Science, PE, PSHE and Careers Education. This provides you with a broad and 

stimulating curriculum which will be enhanced by the subjects you choose.

When making these choices, consider your strengths, the subjects you enjoy and 

the potential pathways you may be considering for post-16 and beyond. It is 

important to make sure that you understand the details of each of the courses 

that we offer. These details are given in this booklet for every subject and should 

be something you consider carefully as you make your choices according to your 

personal strengths. These decisions are important so please make the most of 

every avenue of support; teachers, other staff, students, family, taster lessons 

and information events are all available.
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N e e d  s o m e  h e l p ?

Your Head of Year, Learning Facilitator and your subject teachers are all able to 

offer you advice and guidance. Alternatively you can contact:

•	 Mrs Jefferies, Interim Vice-Principal, kelly.jefferies.clf.uk

•	 Mrs Pugh, Year 9 Options Lead & Head of Faculty, emma.pugh@clf.uk

•	 Miss Martin, Careers Co-ordinator, rachel.martin@clf.uk



W h a t  w i l l  y o u  s t u d y ?

A l l  s tudents  w i l l  s tudy  a  b road  and  ba lanced  Key  S tage 

4  cur r i cu lum cons is t ing  o f :

C o r e  S u b j e c t s
These  a re  sub jec ts  that  a l l  s tudents  must  s tudy

• 	 Eng l i sh

• 	 Mathemat ics

• 	 Sc ience

•	 PSHE

•	 PE

o p t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m
Students  a re  ab le  to  choose  one  Humani t i es  sub jec t ,  one  Language  p lus  two  F ree  Cho ice  Opt ions .

Humani t ies  (choose  1 ) 			   Languages  or  RS  (choose  1 )

His to r y 						     Span ish

Geography 					     Communi t y  Language  ( i f  th is  i s  your  f i r s t  language)

Re l ig ious  Educat ion 				    Re l ig ious  S tud ies

Free  Cho ice  Opt ions  (choose  2 )

Ar t 						      Bus iness  S tud ies

Compute r  Sc ience 				    Des ign  &  Techno logy

Drama						      Geography

Hea l th  &  Soc ia l  Care 				    H is to r y

Hosp i ta l i t y  &  Cate r ing 			   Mus ic

Per fo rming  A r ts 				    Photography

Psycho logy 					     Re l ig ious  S tud ies

Spor ts  Sc ience 					    S ta t i s t i cs

Separate  Sc ience  (by  inv i ta t i on  on l y )

	

A d d i t i o n a l  L e a r n i n g

PSHE,  work  re la ted  l ea rn ing  and  caree rs  gu idance  w i l l  be  fac i l i ta ted  th rough  var ious  enr ichment 

ac t i v i t i es  /  days  /  weeks  th roughout  the  year.
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H O W  T O  M A K E  G O O D  O P T I O N s  C H O I C E S

You are not alone if you find the idea of making your choices a bit scary, but it is 

actually your opportunity to take control of your education and shape the way you 

want your future to be.

The options you choose for Years 10 and 11 will affect how you spend your time at 

school for the next two years. It is important to choose subjects that will interest 

and motivate you. Spend some time thinking about what you enjoy doing, what 

you are good at, how you like to learn, what keeps you interested in something 

and what makes you work hard.

 

H o w  t o  c h o o s e  a n  o p t i o n

Look at all your options before you make a decision. Think about .. .

 

What will I  learn? How will I  learn? How will I  be tested? What qualification will I 

get? What could I go on to do when I finish?

 

If you have a firm idea of your next step in education, employment or training, 

choose subjects that you will need for the next stage of your career journey or 

even beyond. Find out about the subjects you need to go into further or higher 

education or into an apprenticeship.

Make sure you research this carefully as entry requirements are not always 

obvious e.g. some universities require all successful applicants to have achieved 

a good GCSE in a modern foreign language, regardless of the university course 

they want to study.

If you do not have a firm idea of your post-16 pathway,  choose subjects that 

will allow you to keep your options open. Use your options subjects to broaden 

this curriculum into areas of interest to you. Do not be afraid to ask for help and 

advice from your teachers, mentor and others. Talk to any Year 10 and Year 11 

students you know – they will be able to tell you what it is really l ike to study the 

subjects.
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g o o d  r e a s o n  /  b a d  r e a s o n ?

There  a re  l o ts  o f  d i f fe rent  reasons  fo r  choos ing  the 

sub jec ts  you  want  to  s tudy  a t  KS4 .

Some reasons  a re  good  and  some,  a re  no t .  I t  i s 

impor tant  that  you  choose  your  sub jec ts  fo r  the  r ight 

reasons ,  f o r  good  reasons .

Here  a re  some example  reasons  to  he lp  you  a long  the  way.

B a d  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s i n g  a  c o u r s e

•	 Your  f r i ends  a re  do ing  i t .

• 	 Peop le  say  i t  i s  easy.

• 	 You  th ink  i t  i s  a  good  course  fo r  a  boy  o r  f o r  a  g i r l .

• 	 Someone  e lse  th inks  that  i t  i s  a  good  idea  but  you  d isagree .

• 	 You  l i ke  the  teacher  you  have  now.

• 	 You  d id  no t  have  t ime  to  research  your  opt ions  p roper l y.

G o o d  R e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s i n g  a  c o u r s e

•	 You  a re  good  a t  the  sub jec t

• 	 You  th ink  you  w i l l  en joy  the  course .

• 	 I t  goes  we l l  w i th  your  o the r  cho ices .

• 	 You  a re  in te res ted  in  the  knowledge  and  sk i l l s  i t  deve lops .

• 	 I t  w i l l  g ive  you  p lenty  o f  cho ice  in  the  fu tu re .

• 	 You  th ink  that  you  might  want  to  cont inue  s tudy ing  i t  a f te r  Year  11 .
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“The Best way to predict your Future is 
to create it .”

A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n



S T U D E N T  O P T I O N  C H O I C E S
D e a d l i n e  2  M a r c h  2 0 2 1

You  shou ld  make your  cho ices  on  the  Microsof t  form  that  w i l l  be  sent  to 

your  schoo l  emai l  address  af ter  the  opt ions  p resentat ion  to  parents .

Th ink  care fu l l y  about  the  cho ices  you  make .  Wh i l s t  we  w i l l  endeavour  to  g ive 

s tudents  the i r  f i r s t  cho ice  Humani t i es  sub jec t  and  the i r  f i r s t  two  cho ices 

f rom the i r  F ree  Opt ions ,  the  nature  o f  the  t imetab l ing  p rocess  means  that 

we  cannot  a lways  do  th is  so  s tudents  shou ld  be  happy  to  s tudy  any  o f  the 

sub jec ts  that  they  put  down in  the i r  cho ices .

H u m a n i t i e s  O p t i o n
You  w i l l  s tudy  one  Humani t i es  sub jec t  but  you  w i l l  be  asked  to  ente r  a  f i r s t 

and  rese rve  cho ice  humani t i es  sub jec t  and  shou ld  be  p repared  to  s tudy 

e i the r.

Choices :  H is to r y,  Geography  o r  Rs .

	

L a n g u a g e s  o r  R E  O p t i o n
You  w i l l  s tudy  one  Language  o r  RS .

Choices :  Span ish ,  RE  o r  Benga l i ,  Pun jab i ,  U rdu  ( i f  you  a l ready  speak  the  language)

	

F r e e  O p t i o n
You  w i l l  s tudy  two  sub jec ts  f rom the  l i s t  be low but  you  w i l l  be  asked  to 

choose  th ree  opt ions  in  o rde r  o f  p re fe rence  and  shou ld  be  p repared  to  s tudy 

any  o f  the  th ree .

A r t 						      Bus iness  S tud ies

Compute r  Sc ience 				    Des ign  &  Techno logy

Drama						      Geography

Hea l th  &  Soc ia l  Care 				    H is to r y

Hosp i ta l i t y  &  Cate r ing 			   Mus ic 				  

Pe r fo rming  A r ts 				    Photography 			 

Psycho logy 					     Re l ig ious  S tud ies

Spor ts  Sc ience 					    S ta t i s t i cs

Separate  Sc ience  (by  inv i ta t i on  on l y )
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I n d e x  o f  C o n t e n t s

o p t i o n s  s u b j e c t s

A r t  &  De s i g n  					     p 8

B u s ine s s  S t u d ie s  				    p 24

Comp u t er  S c ience  				    p 2 6

Commun i t y  l an g u ag e s  				    p 4 0

De s i g n  &  Techno lo g y  				    p10

Dr am a 						      p12

Fur t her  M a t h s  					     p 4 6

Geo g r ap h y  					     p 2 8

H e a l t h  &  S oc i a l  C ar e  				    p 3 0

H i s t o r y  					     p 3 2

H o s p i t a l i t y  &  C a t er in g  				   p14

M u s ic  						      p16

P er f o r min g  A r t s  				    p18

P ho t o g r ap h y  					     p 2 0

P s y cho lo g y  					     p 3 4

Re l i g iou s  S t u d ie s  				    p 3 6

S p an i s h  					     p 3 8

S p or t s  S c ience  				    p 2 2

S t a t i s t i c s  					     p 4 8

S ep ar a t e  S c ience  				    p 5 2

c o r e  s u b j e c t s

Comb ined  S c ience  				    p 5 0

E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  &  E n g l i s h  L an g u ag e  	 p 42

M a t hem a t ic s  					     p 4 4

P E						      p 5 4

P S H E						      p 5 5
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W h a t ?

The GCSE Art & Design course is divided into 60% coursework & 40% externally 

set assignment (exam project).

The course is designed to develop your proficiency in visual language by exploring 

a range of themes in both 2D & 3D media. We will develop skills in drawing, 

painting, printmaking, sculpture and anything and everything in between! 

You will need to be self-motivated, enthusiastic and committed and if you don’t 

l ike homework this is probably not the course for you but if you have a creative 

mind and want to explore lots of materials while building a foundation knowledge 

of art styles, movements & artists in a practical way then it definitely is!

H o w ?

Year 10 is focused on developing your knowledge, skills and understanding in areas 

including drawing, painting, printmaking, researching and analysis, sketchbook 

presentation and photography.  Themes include: My Environment, Pattern & Print making, 

Abstract Sculptures and Portraits. This will allow you to develop your visual language, 

independence and confidence so that in Year 11, you can have more creative freedom.

In Year 11, you will complete one coursework project- we have covered Food, Times & 

Cultures and Messages in the past. You will also go on a trip to see artworks in a gallery.

All work completed in lessons and for HW is assessed and includes written and practical 

work.

After Christmas, you will start the externally set assignment, worth 40% of your GCSE 

grade, which will lead up to your final practical exam.

O
p

ti
o

n
  

 e
xp

r
es

s
iv

e 
a

r
ts

A
r

t 
&

 D
es

ig
n



W H Y ?

Ar t  &  Des ign  can  l ead  in to  many  a reas  o f  educat ion  and 

caree rs  inc lud ing :  F ine  A r t ,  I l lus t ra t i on ,  A rch i tec tu re , 

Fash ion ,  F i lm & TV,  G raph ic /  Web/  Games/  In te r i o r / 

Garden/  Se t /  Cos tume Des ign  and  many  more .

Th is  course  w i l l  enab le  you  to  deve lop  your  c reat iv i t y 

and  l ea rn  to  use  a  w ide  range  o f  mate r ia ls  and  a r t 

mak ing  techn iques  so  that  you  can  e i the r  cont inue  your 

s tud ies  in to  fu r the r  educat ion  o r  cont inue  to  be  c reat ive 

th roughout  your  l i f e .  E i the r  way,  c reat ive  th ink ing  i s  a  h igh l y 

va lued  asse t  by  UK  employe rs .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Creative Thinking: One of the top skills sought out by 
UK employers. 

•	 Analytical skills: Transfers to other subjects including 
English. 

•	 Independent working: Helpful for further study or 
careers. 

•	 Communication: Verbal, written and visual 

•	 Presentation 

•	 Planning & Organisation skills 

•	 Confidence

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 A level/ Level 3 courses:  Art & Design, Photography, 
Graphic Design, Fashion, Media Studies, Textiles & 
more…

•	 Degree: Fine Art, Photography, Illustration, Graphic 
Design, Printmaking, Fashion, Animation, Games 
Design & more…

•	 Careers in the Creative Industries: Art, Fashion, 
Design, Photography, Graphic Design, Architecture 
Digital Media, Film, TV & Media, VR, VFX, Games 
Design, Animation, Interiors, Garden Design, 
Costume, Set design…

“Where can it  take me?
Where can’t it  take me more l ike!”

M r  B a r r e t t

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / coursework	 60%

Lessons per week		  3

Home learning	?		  yes

Teachers			   Ms Copcutt, Mr Barrett, Miss Wright

Exam Board			   AQA

ASSESSMENT / Exam Project	 40%

After school support	 yes

Course Title			   Art & Designi
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The  Des ign  &  Techno logy  course  focuses  on  P roduct  Des ign .  P roduct  des ign 

i s  the  p rocess  o f  des ign ing  and  mak ing  new products ,  o r  improv ing  ex is t ing 

p roducts .  The  a im o f  g reat  p roduct  des ign  i s  t o  improve  peop le ’s  qua l i t y  o f 

l i f e  and  to  make  the  wor ld  a  be t te r  p lace .

Th is  i s  a  h igh l y  c reat ive  GCSE wi th  foundat ions  in  sc ience  and  eng inee r ing .

Whi ls t  the  focus  i s  on  c reat iv i t y,  s tudy ing  D&T  fo r  GCSE  w i l l  enab le  you 

to  l ea rn  a  huge  range  o f  t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  that  w i l l  he lp  you  to  be t te r 

unders tand  the  wor ld  a round  you .  These  sk i l l s  w i l l  suppor t  your  l ea rn ing 

ac ross  a  var ie t y  o f  sub jec ts  bo th  now,  in  h igher  educat ion ,  and  on  in to 

employment .

H o w ?

The  course  i s  sp l i t  be tween  hands-on  p rac t i ca l  des ign  and  mak ing  and  the 

d iscove r y  and  l ea rn ing  o f  t echn ica l  knowledge .

You  w i l l  spend  the  f i r s t  year  improv ing  your  des ign  and  mak ing  sk i l l s  wh i l s t 

l ea rn ing  about ;  new and  emerg ing  techno log ies ,  ene rgy  mate r ia ls  and 

dev ices ,  g raph ic  des ign  and  b rand ing ,  p r in t ing  p rocesses ,  marke t  r esearch 

and  ana l ys is ,  sus ta inab le  des ign ,   smar t  mate r ia ls  and  modern  techno log ies

p lus  sp i r i tua l ,  mora l ,  soc ia l ,  cu l tu ra l  and  env i ronmenta l  cons ide ra t i ons 

re la t ing  to  p roduct  des ign .

The  second  year  w i l l  r evo lve  a round  your  Non  Examined  Ass ignment  (NEA) 

and  p reparat ion  fo r  the  f ina l  wr i t ten  exam.  The  NEA  i s  a  c reat ive  des ign  and 

make  p ro jec t  wor th  50% of  your  f ina l  mark .
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W H Y ?

Des ign  &  Techno logy  i s  a  g reat  route  in to  a  b road  range 

o f  c reat ive  and  eng inee r ing  caree rs  such  as :  product 

des ign ,  industr ia l  des ign ,  user  exper ience  des ign , 

fash ion  des ign ,  graph ic  des ign ,  arch i tecture  and 

eng ineer ing .

The  sub jec t  can  a lso  he lp  deepen  unders tand ing 

a round  maths  and  the  sc iences .  In  add i t i on  to  the 

b road  range  o f  t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  i t  can  p romote  a  more 

de ta i l ed  unders tand ing  o f ,  and  reward ing  re la t i onsh ip  w i th , 

the  inc reas ing l y  t echno log ica l  wor ld  we  l i ve  in .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Creative problem solving - one of the top skills 
looked for by employers in the UK

•	 Team work - learning to work as part of and to lead 
teams is a key transferable skill

•	 IT - online research, digital organisation, cloud 
based cooperative working systems

•	 Digital design - broad range of design software

•	 Communication - verbal, written and visual

•	 Presentation - digital, drawn and verbal

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Design Industries: Product Design, Graphic 
Design, Industrial Design, User Experience Design, 
Architecture

•	 Engineering Industries, Mechanical Engineering, 
Structural Engineering, Materials Engineering, 
electrical Engineering

•	 Environmental Studies

•	 D&T is also a great companion subject to Art & 
Design, maths and the sciences

“You can’t use up creativity.
The more you use, the more you have.”

M a y a  A n g e l o u

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam		  50%

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher(s)			   Mr Birse

Exam Board			   eduqas

ASSESSMENT / coursework	 50%

After school support	 yes

course Title			   design & Technologyi
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GCSE Drama is  designed to  a l low students  to  develop the i r  pract ical ,  theoret ical , 

and  ana l y t i ca l  sk i l l s  and  des ign  the  focus  o f  c reat iv i t y,  communicat ion  and 

cu l tu re  runs  th rough  s tudent  work  and  the i r  deconst ruc t i on  o f  l i ve  theat re , 

dev ised  theat re  and  pub l i shed  tex ts  s t rengthens  the i r  deeper  unders tand ing 

o f  the  pe r fo rming  a r ts  and  the  theat re .

GCSE  Drama is  no t  s imply  about  ‘becoming  an  ac to r ’ .  The  course  has  many 

t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  wh ich  can  be  app l i ed  to  o the r  a reas  o f  s tudy  and  fu tu re 

caree rs . 

H o w ?

The  course  w i l l  f ocus  on  work ing  imaginat ive l y,  co l laborat ing  c reat ive l y, 

and  communicat ing  e f fec t i ve l y  as  an  ac to r,  d i rec to r,  o r  des igner.  

Component  1  –  Unders tand ing  Drama 

Component  2-  Dev is ing  Drama (p rac t i ca l  and  dev is ing  l og ) 

Component  3  –Tex ts  in  P rac t i se  (p rac t i ca l ) 

Learners  w i l l  be  asked  to  keep  de ta i l ed  ac to rs  l ogs ,  r egu la r l y  r eco rd  work 

in  books  and  p repare  fo r  the  wr i t ten  Drama exam they  w i l l  be  expected  to 

have  knowledge  in  ac t ing  sk i l l s ,  theat re  des ign  and  S tag ing .  They  w i l l  s tudy 

a  var ie t y  o f  sc r ip ts  inc lud ing  Noughts  and  Crosses  and  dev is ing  sk i l l s  and 

regu la r l y  a t tend  theat re  t r ips ,  p rac t i ca l  works  shops  and  an  indust r y  day.  

The re  w i l l  be  an  oppor tun i t y  t o  work  w i th  Trave l l ing  L ight  and  ga in  an  ex t ra 

A r ts  Award  qua l i f i ca t i on . 
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W H Y ?

Drama encourages students to develop critical thinking skills and 

become effective and independent learners. 

Drama allows us to develop a voice to encourage leadership 

skills and to develop those skills for life ( that other subjects 

can’t provide ) to work effectively in a team to speak confidently 

and articulately to think and work resourcefully it is a pathway 

to hundreds of different careers in the creative industries and 

one that provides a range of different opportunities be it A Levels, 

Vocational courses like the BTEC, or Apprentices. People who work in 

the Expressive Arts really do get the opportunity to express themselves and 

often feel more job satisfaction

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Organisational & Time management skills

•	 Cultural, spiritual & social understanding

•	 Self-discipline

•	 Confidence

•	 Resourcefulness and creativity being able to think 
creatively and outside of the box

•	 Independent study & research skills

•	 Self-awareness and empathy

•	 Communication skills speaking & Oracy

•	 Teamwork and leadership skills

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

This course provides a strong foundation for A-level or 
BTEC vocational courses in:

•	 Drama, Media, Law and the Performing Arts.

Future career pathways include:

•	 Actor, Presenter, Voice Over, Drama Therapist, 
Television, Theatre Crew, Teacher, Researcher, 
Playwright, Director, Producer, Lighting, Sound, 
Costume Designer or Lawyer

“I regard the theatre as the greatest of all  art forms, the most 
immediate way in which a human being can share with another the 

sense of what it  is to be a human being.”
O s c a r  W i l d e

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT 1 			   Exam

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Lead Teacher			   MS Pearce

Exam Board	 AQA

ASSESSMENT 2	 devised Performance & Log

ASSESSMENT 2	 scripted Performance

After school support	 yes

course Title			   GCSE DRamai
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I n  Hosp i ta l i t y  and  Cate r ing  you  w i l l  have  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  p rac t i se  cook ing 

sk i l l s  such  as  p repar ing  and  cook ing  ch icken ,  meat  and  f i sh ,   b read ,  f r esh 

pasta ,  past r y,  i ce  c ream,   cakes  and  o the r  desse r ts .  A l l  ingred ients  a re 

ha la l  w i th  vegetar ian  opt ions  and  a re  supp l i ed  by  the  schoo l .  S tudents  w i l l 

be  encouraged  to  tas te  what  they  have  made  and  some d ishes  may  even 

make  i t  home fo r  parents /care rs  to  t r y !

Coursework  in  year  ten  inc ludes  nut r i t i on ,  cook ing  methods ,  the  env i ronmenta l 

impact  o f  f ood ,  menu  wr i t ing  and  t ime  p lann ing  in  p reparat ion  fo r  your 

mak ing   e xam at  the  end  o f  th is  year.

In  year  e leven  the  focus  i s  on  theo r y  w i th  a  wr i t ten  exam in  January  and  a 

fu r the r  chance  to  inc rease  your  g rade  in  June  i f  needed . 

H o w ?

Each  week  you  w i l l  be  cook ing  a  new d ish  under  the  watchfu l  e ye  o f  a 

qua l i f i ed  chef  (bo th  teachers  have  ex tens ive  res taurant  exper ience) .  In  year 

ten  you  w i l l  a lso  be  comple t ing  coursework  in  the  c lass room and  rece iv ing 

feedback  on  how to  inc rease  your  g rade .  Th is  i s  access ib le  f rom home and 

an  in tegra l  par t  o f  the  course  so  must  be  comple ted  each  week  i f  you  want 

to  cook .

In  year  e leven ,  we  w i l l  l ook  a t  j ob  ro les  in  the  hosp i ta l i t y  and  cate r ing 

indust r y,  t r ends  in  cook ing ,  f ood  hyg iene ,  hea l th  and  safe t y  and   how a 

p ro fess iona l  es tab l i shment  works .  Th is  w i l l  be  most l y  c lass room based  w i th 

the  oppor tun i t y  o f  a  t r ip  to  the  Mar io t  Ho te l  t o  ea t  lunch ,  l ook  a t  d i f fe rent 

j ob  ro les  and  to  see  a  p ro fess iona l  k i t chen  in  ac t i on .
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W H Y ?

Most  o f  th is  course  i s  comple ted  in  year  ten ,  and  w i th 

hard  work  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  year  e leven  you  can 

comple te  the  ent i re  course  by  January  l eav ing  the  res t 

o f  the  year  to  concent ra te  on  co re  sub jec ts .

You  w i l l  a lso  be  ab le  to  feed  yourse l f  hea l thy  and 

budget  f r i end l y  mea ls  when  you  l eave  home and  w i l l 

be  a t  an  advantage  i f  you  need  to  ge t  a  par t - t ime   j ob 

wh i l e  a t  co l l ege  o r  i f  you  go  t rave l l ing .  One  in  ten  j obs  in 

the  U .K .  a re  in  the  hosp i ta l i t y  and  cate r ing  indust r y  w i th  g reat 

oppor tun i t i es  fo r  p rogress ion  and  t rave l .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Creativity- presentation is a key skill used in a wide 
range of jobs from florist to business manager 

•	 Organisation- again, essential to nearly all walks of 
life

•	 Time management- being organised while working 
to a deadline will stand you in good stead for future 
careers

•	 IT skills

•	 Health and safety-  learn how to analyse risk and 
avoid accidents.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Apprenticeship as a chef or front of house with one 
day a week in college

•	 A level in Cookery at post 16

•	 National Vocational Qualification in Hospitality and 
Catering or Cookery at post 16  

•	 University  degree in Hospitality and Catering or 
Hotel Management  

•	 Chef, restaurant manager, receptionist, hotel 
manager, food stylist, baker, event manager, food 
product developer  and hundreds of other jobs

“Catering is the best lesson of the week.  Ms. Green and Mr. 
Birse are great teachers and we get to eat what we have made 

(they need to use more seasoning though)”
A l a n a  C o w e l l

Qualification			   National Vocational Award (GCSE equivalent) 

Exam Board			   WJEC

Lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  Y10 only

Teacher(s)			   Ms. Green,  Mr. Birse

ASSESSMENT / Practical	

ASSESSMENT / coursework	

ASSESSMENT / Exam	

course Title			   Hospitality and Cateringi
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The  RSL  Leve l  2  Cer t i f i ca te  in  Pe r fo rmance ,  Techno logy  &  Compos i t i on  fo r 

Mus ic  P rac t i t i one rs  i s  des igned  fo r  s tudents  w ish ing  to  ga in  knowledge 

and  sk i l l s  in  a l l  aspects  o f  mus ic  f rom per fo rming  as  a  so lo is t ,  in  a  band , 

compos ing  mus ic ,  us ing  techno logy  and  l ea rn ing  about  the  indust r y. 

Th rough  deve lop ing  sk i l l s ,  knowledge  and  unders tand ing  you  w i l l  deve lop 

as  a  mus ic ian  and  b roaden  your  sk i l l s -se t  t o  be  ab le  to  pe r fo rm and  reco rd 

mus ic  in  a  p ro fess iona l  capac i t y  ( i . e . . .  be  a  reco rd ing  and  pe r fo rming  a r t i s t ) .

H o w ?

The  qua l i f i ca t i on  cons is ts  o f  th ree  t ypes  o f  un i t :  a  co re  (compulso r y ) 

in te rna l l y  assessed  un i t ,  a  co re  ex te rna l l y  assessed  un i t ,  and  an  opt iona l 

un i t .

The  ex te rna l  co re  un i t  i s  e x te rna l l y  assessed  and  th is  takes  the  fo rm o f  a 

cont ro l l ed  ass ignment ,  p rov id ing  the  oppor tun i t y  f o r  you  to  demonst ra te 

and  a lso  in tegrate  your  knowledge ,  unders tand ing  and  sk i l l s  f r om across 

the  a reas  o f  s tudy.  Fo r  e xample ,  ab i l i t y  t o  r ehearse  e f fec t i ve l y,  in i t ia te  and 

deve lop  reper to i re ,  unders tand  contex tua l  i ssues  re la t ing  to  the  mus ic  s t y l e , 

aud ience  and  the  indust r y  and  re levant  aspects  o f  the  mus ic  techno logy 

needed  fo r  the  pe r fo rmance .

• 	 Pe r fo rm e f fec t i ve l y  on  your  chosen  ins t rument (s )  o r  vo ice ;

• 	 Rehearse  and  d isp lay  mus ic iansh ip  sk i l l s  in  a  number  o f  p ro fess iona l 

scenar ios ;

• 	 In i t ia te  and  deve lop  reper to i re ;

• 	 Unders tand  re levant  aspects  o f  mus ic  techno logy ;  and

•	 Demonst ra te  knowledge  o f  theo re t i ca l  and  contex tua l  i ssues  re la t ing  to 

mus ic  s t y l e ,  aud ience  and  the  mus ic  indust r y.
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W H Y ?

Learn ing  mus ic  i s  a  mean ingfu l  and  g ra t i f y ing  exper ience 

fo r  s tudents  (as  we l l  as  fo r  peop le  o f  a l l  ages) .  The 

mix tu re  o f  c reat iv i t y,  d isc ip l ine ,  and  communicat ion 

that  th is  course  demands  w i l l  he lp  you  succeed  in 

schoo l ,  in  soc ie t y,  and  in  l i f e .  Research  ind icates  a 

pos i t i ve  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  s tudy ing  mus ic  and 

deve lop ing  spat ia l  sk i l l s  necessary  fo r  math  and 

sc ience  l ea rn ing .  Research  a lso  shows  that  the  s tudy  o f 

mus ic  a f fec ts  s tudents  pos i t i ve l y  in  o the r  a reas  o f  the i r 

l i ves ,  espec ia l l y  in  four  a reas :   1 .  Success  in  Schoo l ,  2 .  Success 

in  Deve lop ing  In te l l igence ,  3 .  Success  in  Soc ie t y,  4 .  Success  in  L i fe .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

Music Education enhances learning skills such as 

•	 Communication skills

•	 Creativity

•	 Teamwork

•	 Self motivation and discipline

•	 Cultural awareness

•	 Respect for others

•	 Self-esteem through personal accomplishment.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

Learners completing a Level 2 qualification can progress 
to RSL’s suite of Level 3 qualifications for Music 
Practitioners where you will develop the skills to progress 
straight into the music industry. Typical employment 
progression is to areas such as performing /recording 
artist, music producer, composer, music entrepreneur 
or industry professional. These qualifications offer 
specialised learning opportunities that can be 
accurately matched to the specific career sector in the 
music industry, and further/higher education courses. 
Alternatively, learners can progress to higher education 
courses such as degrees in popular music, music 
technology, music composition and music business. 

“Music is the universal language of mankind.”
H e n r y  W a d s w o r t h  L o n g f e l l o w

Qualification			   Level 2 Certificate (GCSE Equivalent)

Exam Board			   RSL

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher(s)			   Miss Caplin,  Mrs Pugh

ASSESSMENT / External	 40%

ASSESSMENT / internal	 g0%

After school support	 yes

course Title			   Performance/Technology & Composition for Music Practitionersi
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The  BTEC Leve l  1 /Leve l  2  Tech  Award  in  Pe r fo rming  A r ts  focus  on  acqu i r ing 

techn ica l  knowledge  and  techn ica l  sk i l l s  th rough  a  vocat iona l  contex t  by 

s tudy ing  ac t ing  as  par t  o f  your  Key  S tage  4  l ea rn ing .

The  qua l i f i ca t i on  recogn ises  the  va lue  o f  l ea rn ing  sk i l l s ,  knowledge  and 

vocat iona l  a t t r ibutes  to  complement  GCSEs .

Th is  course  w i l l  a lso  b roaden  the  l ea rne r ’s  e xper ience  and  unders tand ing  o f 

the  var ied  p rogress ion  opt ions  ava i lab le  to  them.

H o w ?

As  the  BTEC Tech  Award  in  Pe r fo rming  A r ts  (ac t ing  pathway)  i s  a  p rac t i ca l 

in t roduct ion  to  l i f e  and  work  in  the  indust r y,  the  pup i l s  w i l l  be  exp lo r ing  the 

3  key  a reas :

• 	 Deve lop ing  spec i f i c  sk i l l s  and  techn iques

•	 Dev is ing  and  de l i ve r ing  a  workshop  pe r fo rmance

•	 Ana l ys ing ,  eva luat ing  and  enhanc ing  the i r  sk i l l s .

The  course  has  two  in te rna l l y  assessed  components ,  and  one  that  i s 

e x te rna l l y  assessed :

C 1 -  Exp lo r ing  the  Pe r fo rming  A r ts

C 2  -  Deve lop ing  sk i l l s  and  techn iques

C 3  -  Pe r fo rming  to  a  b r i e f
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W H Y ?

Per fo rming  A r ts  i s  a  p rac t i ca l  sub jec t ,  wh ich  requ i res 

commitment ,  ded icat ion  and  pe r fo rming  to  an  aud ience 

as  par t  o f  the  course . 

Th is  i s  an  idea l  course  fo r  those  in te res ted  in 

Pe r fo rming  A r ts ,  in t roduc ing  the  sk i l l s  needed  in  th is 

indust r y  and  caree r  p rogress ion  in to  the  Pe r fo rming 

A r ts  Indust r y  o r  w ide r  wor ld  o f  work .   Pe r fo rming  A r ts 

a l l ows  s tudents  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  e xper iment  and  take 

r i sks ;  deve lop  teamwork  and  communicat ion  sk i l l s  and  bu i ld 

se l f -conf idence  and  p ro fess iona l  ab i l i t i es .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Oral Communication Skills

•	 Confidence essential to speaking clearly, lucidly, 
and thoughtfully.

•	 Creative Problem Solving Abilities.

•	 Motivation and Commitment

•	 Willingness to work cooperatively and 
independently.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Performing Arts can benefit students who wish 
to pursue a career in:

•	 The arts

•	 Media

•	 The communications industry

•	 Law

•	 Marketing

•	 Any career which deals with the public or 
presentations in business.

“Logic wil l  get you from A to B. Imagination wil l  take you 
everywhere.”

Qualification			   BTEC TECH

ASSESSMENT / Coursework 1	 30%

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher(s)			   Mrs Lewis

Exam Board			   Pearson

ASSESSMENT / Coursework 2	 30%

ASSESSMENT / Log & Performance  40%

After school support	 yes

course Title			   design & Technology / Product designi
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The GCSE Art & Design: Photography course is divided into 60% coursework & 40% 

externally set assignment (exam project).

During the 2 years, you will learn about the work of artists and photographers, then 

use that knowledge in exploring art, photographic & digital manipulation techniques 

to create your own original images and artworks.  You will learn how to use the 

functions on a camera to control the images you create and produce better quality 

photographs as well as using Photoshop to edit and manipulate your images.

This course will require you to be creative, highly motivated, independent & have 

good ICT skills. If you enjoy taking photographs and using technology creatively then 

you will love this course!

H o w ?

In Year 10, you will learn camera functions, Photoshop skills, studio photography, 

lighting, hand manipulation skills and ideas development. Themes include: Still Life, 

Movement, Portraits and Fashion photography. This will allow you to develop key 

skills whilst developing your own interests & visual language so that by Year 11, you 

can have more creative freedom.

In Year 11, you will complete one coursework project, Fragments, which will allow you 

to develop your Photoshop skills and create some exciting and creative imagery. You 

will also go on a trip to take photographs and see artworks in a gallery.

All work completed in lessons and for HW is assessed and includes written, practical 

& ICT work.

After Christmas, you will start the externally set assignment, worth 40% of your GCSE 

grade, which will lead up to your final practical exam. 
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W H Y ?

The  GCSE Photography  course  a l l ows  you  to  exp lo re  & 

deve lop  your  use  o f  v i sua l  language  th rough  techno logy. 

I t  w i l l  a l l ow  you  to  deve lop  your  c reat iv i t y,  a  qua l i t y 

h igh l y  va lued  by  employees ,  wh i l s t  l ea rn ing  indust r y 

s tandard  ICT  sk i l l s  and  can  t ransfe r  t o  fu r the r  s tudy 

and  caree rs  in  many  a reas  inc lud ing  A r t ,  Des ign , 

Fash ion ,  G raph ic  Des ign ,  F i lm & TV,  An imat ion ,  Games 

Des ign ,  Web  Des ign ,  I l lus t ra t i on  and  many  more .

Th is  cou ld  l ead  to  a  caree r  in  the  Creat ive  Indust r i es ,  wh ich 

i s  one  o f  the  b iggest  employe rs  in  the  UK ,  and  a  g rowth  sec to r. 

P lus ,  i t  i s  l oads  o f  fun!

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Creative Thinking: One of the top skills sought out by 
UK employers.

•	 ICT skills: ICT literacy is vital in today’s job market.

•	 Design software: Photoshop- industry standard.

•	 Analytical skills: Transfers to other subjects 
including English

•	 Independent working: Helpful for further study or 
careers.

•	 Teamwork: The ability to work in a team is vital in 
many work situations.

•	 Organisation skills

•	 Confidence.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 A level/ Level 3 courses:  Photography, Art & Design, 
Graphic Design, Fashion, Textiles, Media Studies & 
more…

•	 Degree: Photography, Illustration, Graphic Design, 
Fine Art, Printmaking, Fashion, Animation, Games 
Design and many more.

•	 Careers in the Creative Industries: Art, Fashion, 
Design, Photography, Graphic Design, Digital Media, 
Film, TV & Media, VR, VFX, Games Design and much, 
much more…

“I love Photography; it ’s the best lesson!”
B i l a l  H u s s a i n  ( R e p e a t e d  e v e r y  T w i l i g h t  L e s s o n  i n  Y e a r  1 1 )

i

21

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / coursework	 60%

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teachers			   Ms Copcutt, Mr Barrett, Miss Wright

Exam Board			   AQA

ASSESSMENT / Exam Project	 40%

After school support	 yes

Use of a computer at home is an advantage

course Title			   GCSE Art & Design - Photography
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The  Spor ts  Sc ience  course  he lps  s tudents  apprec ia te  how spor ts  sc ience 

underp ins  spor t  a t  a l l  l eve ls .  Spor ts  Sc ience  i s  the  s tudy  o f  how the  body  works 

dur ing  exe rc ise ,  and  how phys ica l  ac t i v i t y  can  p romote  hea l th  phys ica l l y, 

menta l l y,  and  soc ia l l y.  On  the  course  you  w i l l  l ea rn  about  anatomy  and 

phys io logy,  spo r t ing  in ju r i es ,  improv ing  pe rsona l  f i tness  th rough  appropr ia te 

t ra in ing  and  d ie t ,  and  the  ro le  o f  psycho logy  in  pe r fo rmance .

The  course  p rov ides  s tudents  w i th  a  p le tho ra  o f  t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  such  as 

teamwork  and  conf idence  and  p rov ides  oppor tun i t y  t o  app l y  and  demonst ra te 

the i r  knowledge  in  var ious  ways .  These  sk i l l s  a re  inva luab le  to  s tudent ’s 

success  w i th in  the  course  and  in  suppor t ing  p rogress ions  to  h igher  educat ion 

and  employment .

H o w ?

The  course  i s  sp l i t  be tween  theo re t i ca l  and  p rac t i ca l  e l ements .  Theo re t i ca l 

aspects  inc lude  app l y ing  and  shar ing  your  knowledge  th rough  a  range 

o f  methods ,  such  as  p resentat ions ,  ass ignments ,  an  exam,  pos te rs  and 

p rac t i ca l  e l ements  inc lud ing  des ign ing  and  car r y ing  out  nut r i t i on  and 

f i tness  p lans  and  exp lo r ing  the  e f fec ts  o f  phys ica l  ac t i v i t y  on  the  body. 

You  w i l l  spend  t ime  deve lop ing  your  knowledge  o f  how the  body  works , 

how to  improve  pe r fo rmance  th rough  nut r i t i on  and  exe rc ise  p rogrammes , 

the  psycho logy  beh ind  spor ts  pe r fo rmers  and  how to  respond  to  spor t ing 

in ju r i es .  You  w i l l  comple te  four  top ics  dur ing  your  two  years  on  the  course 

each  assessed  in  a  var ie t y  o f  ways ,  one  top ic  be ing  a  wr i t ten  exam.  Most  o f 

the  top ics  you  w i l l  cove r  p rov ide  oppor tun i t y  t o  be  de l i ve red  in  a  p rac t i ca l 

se t t ing  as  we l l  as  the  c lass room.
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W H Y ?

Spor ts  Sc ience  i s  an  exc i t ing  route  in  a  b road  range  o f 

fu r the r  educat ion ,  ca ree rs  and  oppor tun i t i es .  Jus t  some 

o f  the  caree r  paths  ava i lab le  to  you  cou ld  inc lude  the 

ones  l i s ted  under  the  caree rs  sec t i on .

The  sub jec t  p rov ides  you  w i th  a  deepened  unders tand ing 

o f  the  sc ience  beh ind  spor t  a long  w i th  many  t ransfe rab le 

l i f e  sk i l l s  wh ich  fo rm the  bu i ld ing  b locks  to  a  w ide  range 

o f  ca ree r  cho ices .  You  w i l l  a lso  deve lop  an  unders tand ing  o f 

how to  susta in  a  hea l thy,  ac t i ve  l i f es t y l e ,  an  inva luab le  too l  t o 

ca r r y  th rough  to  adu l thood  and  to  encourage  in  o the rs . 

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Leadership - a skill which provides you with an 
ability to manage, support and guide others is 
essential in progressing in any given career. 

•	 Team work - learning to work as part of a team is 
a key transferable skill to any workplace or social 
setting. 

•	 Communication - verbal, written and visual.

•	 Presentation - verbal, creative, written and visual.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 BTEC National Diplomas in Coaching, sports 
development, sports science, sports performance 
etc. 

•	 Cambridge Technicals in Sport, AS and A levels in 
Physical Education, Psychology

•	 Sports Coaching, Sports Psychology, Sports 
Development, Business in sport, Physiotherapy, 
Sports nutrition, Personal Training/Gym Instructing, 
Leisure industries and Management

•	 Armed forces and public services (e.g. Royal 
Marines/Navy, Army, Police, RAF)

“The course is great if  you are interested in the 
science behind sport and opens up lots of possible 

pathways for the future”

Qualification			   OCR Cambridge National 

Exam Board			   OCR

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teachers			   Mr Fudge, Mr Mooney, Miss Broom

ASSESSMENT / coursework	 75%

ASSESSMENT / exam		  25%

After school support	 yes

course Title			   Cambridge Nationals Sports Science i
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GCSE Edexce l  Bus iness  S tud ies  uses  p rac t i ca l  and  ente rp r i s ing  content  to 

engage  and  deve lop  your  knowledge  and  unders tand ing  a round  Bus iness 

S tud ies .  Lessons  w i l l  inc lude  assessments  on  rea l  and  re levant  bus iness 

examples .

GCSE Bus iness  S tud ies  p rov ides  oppor tun i t i es  fo r  you  to  engage  w i th  l oca l 

bus iness  ente rp r i se  examples  th rough  to  in te rnat iona l  b rands .  Dur ing 

l essons  we  w i l l  use  rea l -wor ld  contex ts  and  examples  o f  modern  bus iness 

p rac t i ce  to  enab le  you  to  have  re levant  sk i l l s  t o  suppor t  your  t rans i t i on  to 

your  nex t  l eve l  o f  s tudy  and  the  bus iness  wor ld .

H o w ?

GCSE Edexce l  Bus iness  S tud ies  i s  s t ruc tu red  in to  two  themes ,  t each ing 

you  how ent repreneurs  s ta r t  bus inesses ,  th rough  to  g rowing  and  g loba l 

bus inesses .

Theme 1  concent ra tes  on  the  key  bus iness  concepts ,  i ssues  and  sk i l l s 

invo lved  in  s ta r t ing  and  runn ing  a  smal l  bus iness .  I t  p rov ides  a  f ramework 

fo r  you  to  exp lo re  co re  concepts  th rough  the  l ens  o f  an  ent repreneur  se t t ing 

up  a  bus iness .

Theme 2  e xamines  how a  bus iness  deve lops  beyond  the  s ta r t -up  phase .  I t 

f ocuses  on  the  key  bus iness  concepts ,  i ssues  and  dec is ions  used  to  g row a 

bus iness ,  w i th  an  emphas is  on  aspects  o f  marke t ing ,  ope ra t i ons ,  f inance 

and  human resources .  I t  a lso  cons ide rs  the  impact  o f  the  w ide r  wor ld  on  the 

dec is ions  a  bus iness  makes  as  i t  g rows .e r t  t e x t  he re
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W H Y ?

Bus iness  S tud ies  focuses  on  what  bus inesses  do  and 

how they  work .  You  w i l l  deve lop  unders tand ing  about 

the  bus iness  wor ld ,  p repar ing  you  to  make  in fo rmed 

dec is ions  about  fu r the r  s tudy  and  caree r  cho ices .  In 

the  fu tu re  you  w i l l  work  fo r  a  bus iness  o r  se t  up  your 

own bus iness  and  Bus iness  S tud ies  he lps  to  p repare 

you  fo r  these  exper iences .

Th is  course  w i l l  g ive  you  a  be t te r  unders tand ing  o f  what 

the  purpose  o f  work  i s  and  a l l ow  you  to  ge t  a  head  s ta r t  on 

non-bus iness  s tudents . 

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

In Business Studies you will gain valuable transferable 
skills which can be put to use in every day life such as:

•	 An understanding of how organisations operate

•	 Communication skills, analytical and critical 
thinking, problem solving, logical thinking, decision 
making. Numeracy and an understanding of how to 
interpret and use financial data

•	 Personal skills - time-management, development 
of responsibility, coping with uncertainty, self-
reflection, motivation, flexibility, and creativity

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

Possible progression routes after studying GCSE 
Business Studies include:

•	 A-Levels

•	 Apprenticeships

•	 Applied and job related learning (BTEC,NVQ and 
Diplomas)

•	 Degrees in Accountancy, Business Management, 
International Business management 

Possible careers:

•	 Accounting, Law, Information Technology, 
Hospitality, Management, Human Resource, 
Recruitment, Administration.

“ The harder you work, the luckier you get.”
M i k e  A d e n u g a

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT Theme 1		  Exam 100%	

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  Yes

Lead Teacher			   Mrs Jefferies, Miss Tonkin

Exam Board			   Edexcel

ASSESSMENT theme 2		  Exam 100%

After school support	 YEs

course Title			   Edexcel GCSE Business Studies i
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The  wor ld  depends  on  compute rs  –  the  ent i re  economy  runs  on  them,  they 

pe rvade  eve r y  wa lk  o f  l i f e  f r om games  to  re ta i l  v ia  hea l thcare  and  renewable 

energy,  and  the  idea  o f  “work ing  f rom home”  has  now become f i rmly 

es tab l i shed ,  b r ing ing  new cha l l enges  to  the  b roadband  in f ras t ruc tu res 

ac ross  the  g lobe  and  mak ing  the  case  fo r  equ i tab le  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  comput ing 

to  a l l .

I f  you  want  to  change  the  wor ld ,  comput ing  w i l l  be  a t  the  hear t  o f  i t .

In  th is  GCSE  you  w i l l  l ea rn  about  how compute rs  work ,  the  w i red-  and 

w i re less-networks  they  use ,  and  how programming  can  c reate  so lu t i ons  to 

eve r yday  p rob lems and  fu tu re  cha l l enges .

H o w ?

Component  1

1 .  Sys tems arch i tec tu re  -  compute r  s t ruc tu res

2 .  Compute r  memory  and  s to rage  -  data  hand l ing

3 .  Compute r  ne tworks ,  connect ions  and  p ro toco ls  -  data  t ransfe r

4 .  Ne twork  secur i t y  -  data  p ro tec t i on

5 .  Sys tems so f tware  -  runn ing  so f tware

6 .  E th ica l ,  l ega l ,  cu l tu ra l  and  env i ronmenta l  impacts

Component  2

1 .  A lgo r i thms -  c reat ing  so lu t i ons  to  rea l  wor ld  p rob lems

2.  P rogramming  fundamenta ls  -  app l y ing  mathemat ics  and  sc ience

3 .  P roduc ing  robust  p rograms -  wr i t ing  so l id  code

4 .  Boo lean  l og ic  -  the  bas is  o f  compute r  c i r cu i ts

5 .  P rogramming  languages  and  In tegrated  Deve lopment  Env i ronments .

As  par t  o f  the  course  you  w i l l  l ea rn  to  p rogram.  P rogramming  i s  a  ve r y 

impor tant  sk i l l  t o  l ea rn . o
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W H Y ?

There  i s  no t  an  indust r y  ou t  the re  no t  us ing  compute r 

t echno logy  da i l y :  f inance ,  bank ing ,  gaming ,  mob i l e 

app l i ca t i ons ,  hea l thcare ,  secur i t y :  a l l  r equ i re 

p ro fess iona l  compute r  sc ient is ts  and  eng inee rs .

Smar t  home ass is tants ,  d rone  de l i ve r i es ,  in te l l igent 

t ra f f i c  r ou t ing ,  automated  warehouses ,  r emote 

hea l thcare ,  ass is ted  l i v ing ,  in te l l igent  p ros the t i cs… the 

l i s t  inc reases  da i l y.   A l l  o f  th is  re l i es  on  so f tware .

So lve  rea l -wor ld  p rob lems;  c reate  our  wor ld ’s  fu tu re ;  open  the 

doo r  t o  your  fu tu re  caree r.

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Computer literacy, IT skills - online research, 
collaboration on the cloud

•	 Programming - making computers do the work for 
you - vital in any career nowadays

•	 Innovation, creative problem solving – great for 
employability

•	 Critical thinking, analysis - breaking a problem 
down to solve it

•	 Productivity, perseverance – overcoming obstacles 
and reaching goals

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Computer Science A level

•	 BTEC National Diploma in Information Technology

•	 HNC/ HND in Computing 

•	 Computing and IT Certificate

•	 Games/App Developer

•	 Software Engineer

•	 Computer Systems Architect

•	 Robotics/Drone Programmer

•	 Telecommunications Engineer

•	 Artificial Intelligence Reserarcher

•	 Digital Support Technician

“ I think everybody in this country should learn how to program a 
computer, should learn a computer language, because it  teaches you 

how to think.”
S t e v e  J o b s  -  A p p l e

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / paper 1		  50%	

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  Yes

Lead Teacher			   Mr Fischback, Dr Haines, Ms Tonkin

Exam Board			   OCR

ASSESSMENT paper 2		  50%

After school support	 Yes

course Title			   GCSE (9-1) Computer Science - J277i
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The  Geography  course  focuses  on  the  in te rdependence  be tween  soc ia l 

sc iences  and  natura l  sc iences .  I t  r evea ls  the  g reat  d i f fe rences  in  cu l tu res , 

po l i t i ca l  s ys tems,  economies ,  landscapes  and  env i ronments  ac ross  the 

wor ld ,  and  exp lo res  the  l inks  be tween  them. 

Geography  p rov ides  an  idea l  f ramework  fo r  r e la t ing  o the r  f i e lds  o f  knowledge . 

Learn ing  th rough  Geography  –  whether  ga ined  th rough  fo rmal  l ea rn ing  o r 

e xpe r i en t ia l l y  th rough  t rave l  and  f i e ldwork  –  he lps  us  a l l  t o  be  more  soc ia l l y 

and  env i ronmenta l l y  sens i t i ve ,  be t te r  in fo rmed ,  and  more  respons ib le  as 

c i t i zens  and  fu tu re  employees .

H o w ?

The  Geography  GCSE course  l ooks  a t  bo th  the  phys ica l  s t ruc tu re  o f  the 

p lanet  and  the  human s t ruc tu re  in  the  past ,  p resent  and  fu tu re .  I t  i s  a  mix 

o f  t op ics  such  as  u rban  i ssues ,  wor ld  deve lopment ,  r esource  management , 

e x t reme env i ronments ,  hazards  and  un ique  landscapes . 

Our  course  o f fe rs  you  oppor tun i t i es  to  l ea rn  new sk i l l s  such  as  modern 

compute r-based  mapping  (ca l l ed  G IS ) ,  p resent ing  and  debat ing  techn iques . 

You  w i l l  improve  your  l i t e racy  th rough  your  repor t  wr i t ing  and  wr i t ten  work 

and  make  p rac t i ca l  use  o f  your  numeracy  sk i l l s  when  you  in te rp re t  data  and 

const ruc t  g raphs .

F ie ldwork  i s  a lso  an  impor tant  par t  o f  ou r  course  a iming  to  enab le  you  to 

examine  the  way  sc ient i f i c  theo r i es  in te rac t  w i th  rea l  l i f e .

o
p

ti
o

n
  

 h
u

m
a

n
it

ie
s



W H Y ?

Geography is a broad based academic subject which will open 

up options for you in your future. Employers and universities 

see geography – a core EBacc subject – as a robust academic 

subject rich in skills, knowledge and understanding. As a 

subject linking the arts and the sciences it is highly flexible in 

terms of what you can combine it with, both at GCSE and A Level.  

The course will give you the chance to get to grips with some of 

the big questions which affect our world, and understand the social, 

economic and physical forces and processes which continuously shape and 

change our world.

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Teamwork – decision-making, persuasion and 
influencing skills, rapport-building and listening,

•	 Problem solving – map and graphical skills, 
numerical and statistical skills 

•	 IT skills – GIS (Geographical Information System), 
GPS (Global Positioning System), databases

•	 Communication skills – verbal, written and visual

•	 Research skills - using a range of technical methods 
for the collection and analysis of spatial and 
environmental data, and undertaking fieldwork

•	 Analytical skills - interpretation and synthesis of 
geographical information

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 A-Level: Travel and Tourism, Environmental 
Sustainability and Management, Applied Sciences, 
Archaeology, Geology, Humanities, Biology, 
Sociology, Economics, Global Studies, Government 
and Politics. 

•	 Sustainability and Green Issues, Urban 
Regeneration, Energy Supply, Retail Location, 
Managing the Effects of Hazards and Climate 
Change. 

•	 World of Business, Global Economics, Human Rights, 
International Relations, or Welfare

“The study of Geography is about more than just memorizing places on 
a map. It’s about understanding the complexity of our world.”

B a r a c k  O b a m a

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam 1		  35%

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Lead Teacher			   Mrs Lazar

Exam Board			   AQA

ASSESSMENT / Exam 2		  35%

ASSESSMENT / Exam 3		  30%

After school support	 yes

course Title			   Geographyi
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Th is  qua l i f i ca t i on  w i l l  assess  the  app l i ca t i on  o f  Hea l th  and  Soc ia l  Care 

th rough  p rac t i ca l  use .  I t  w i l l  p rov ide  l ea rne rs  w i th  essent ia l  knowledge , 

t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  and  too ls  to  improve  the i r  l ea rn ing  in  o the r  sub jec ts 

w i th  the  a im o f  enhanc ing  the i r  employab i l i t y  when  they  l eave  educat ion , 

cont r ibut ing  to  bo th  the i r  pe rsona l  deve lopment  and  fu tu re  economic  we l l -

be ing .

The  Cambr idge  Nat iona ls  in  Hea l th  and  Soc ia l  Care  w i l l  equ ip  l ea rne rs  w i th 

sound  spec ia l i s t  knowledge  and  sk i l l s  f o r  eve r yday  use .  The  qua l i f i ca t i on 

des ign ,  inc lud ing  the  range  o f  un i ts  ava i lab le ,  w i l l  a l l ow  l ea rners  the 

f reedom to  exp lo re  more  deep l y  the  th ings  that  in te res t  them as  we l l  as 

p rov id ing  good  oppor tun i t y  t o  enhance  the i r  l ea rn ing  in  a  range  o f

cur r i cu lum areas .

H o w ?

R022: Communication in Health and Social  Care (Coursework 25% of overal l 

grade) This unit  wil l  provide learners with the underpinning knowledge and 

understanding of how to communicate effectively and what personal qualit ies 

wil l  contr ibute to effective care.

R027: Creative Activit ies in Health and Social  care (Coursework 25% of overal l 

grade) In this unit  learners wil l  have the opportunity to explore the different 

types of creative activit ies that are available to individuals in health,  social 

care and early  years sett ings. 

R025 Life Stages (Coursework 25% of overal l  grade) This unit  wil l  al low learners 

to investigate the main l i fe processes that wil l  occur with each l i fe stage

R021 Essential  values of care 25% (exam)
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W H Y ?

Study ing  hea l th  and  soc ia l  ca re  and  po tent ia l l y  ga in ing 

employment  in  th is  f i e ld  l e ts  you  t ru l y  make  a  s ign i f i cant 

d i f fe rence  in  the  l i ves  o f  c l i en ts  and  the i r  fami l i es .

You  w i l l  be  work ing  w i th  l o ts  o f  d i f fe rent  peop le  eve r y 

day.  Whoever  you  work  w i th ,  you  have  the  oppor tun i t y 

t o  make  a  b ig  improvement  to  someone ’s  l i f e .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Draw together, analyse and critically evaluate 
information.

•	 Communicate effectively with individuals, groups 
and organisations.

•	 Think logically and propose reasoned solutions.

•	 Put together well-judged arguments and question 
assumptions.

•	 Manage time, learn independently and use ICT 
effectively.

•	 Write concisely, clearly and accurately.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

Post 16 Health and social care courses

•	 Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in Health and Social 
care

•	 Btec Health and Social care Level 3

•	 Level 3 Applied Health and Social care (A-Level) 

•	 Health and social care can also be studied at 
University level (BA Honours/BSC)

Careers

•	 Midwife, Occupational Health Therapist, Paramedic, 
Nurse, Counsellor, Social Worker, Psychologist

“99.3% of students from the School of Health Sciences went on 
to employment or further study 6 months after graduating (DLHE 

2016/17).”
C a m b r i d g e  N a t i o n a l

Qualification			   CNC Level 1/2

ASSESSMENT / Coursework	 75%

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher			   Mr Dunkley

Exam Board			   OCR

ASSESSMENT / Exam		  25%

After school support	 Structured

course Title			   Cambridge Nationals in Health and Social carei

31



o
p

ti
o

n
  

 h
u

m
a

n
it

ie
s

H
is

to
r

y W h a t ?

Th is  course  w i l l  a l l ow  you  to  s tudy  and  exp lo re  the  h is to r y  o f  B r i ta in  and 

the  w ide r  wor ld .  By  bu i ld ing  upon ,  and  deve lop ing  the  sk i l l s  you  have  l ea rn t 

th roughout  Key  S tage  Three ,  you  w i l l  become more  conf ident  and  successfu l 

h is to r ians .

What  can  you  expect?  We  w i l l  take  a  b readth  l ook  a t  c r ime  and  pun ishment 

spann ing  f rom 1000 ’s  to  the  p resent  day,  de lve  in to  case  s tud ies  o f 

g ruesome c r imes  and  supers t i t i ous  so lu t i ons ,  f o l l ow  Queen  E l i zabeth ’s  re ign 

o f  Eng land ,  and  examine  the  cha l l enges  faced ,  and  ove rcome,  by  mi l l i ons 

dur ing  the  C iv i l  R ights  Movement .  And  that ’s  no t  a l l  o f  i t !

H o w ?

His to r y  i s  no t  about  memor is ing  a  l i s t  o f  fac ts  o r  dates .  I t  r equ i res 

in te rp re ta t i on  and  ana l ys is  o f  in fo rmat ion  a round  sub jec ts  wh ich  o f ten  have 

no  r ight  o r  wrong  answers .  Our  depar tment  uses  a  var ie t y  o f  methods ;  f r om 

source  ana l ys is ,  and  educat iona l  r esources ,  t o  game-based  l ea rn ing ,  mind 

maps  and  even  wr i t ing  on  the  tab les  ( jus t  don ’ t  t e l l  the  es ta tes  team!) .  You 

w i l l  l ea rn  how to  connect  key  events  as  we  l ook  a t  the  b ig  p ic tu re!

Our  top ics  a re  sp l i t  in to  th ree  papers .

•	 Paper  One  i s  in  two  sec t i ons ;  a  themat ic  s tudy  o f  C r ime  and  Pun ishment 

in  Br i ta in ,  c1000–present  and  an  h is to r i c  env i ronment  s tudy  o f 

Wh i techape l ,  c1870-c1900 :  c r ime ,  po l i c ing  and  the  inner  c i t y. 

•	 Paper  Two  i s  Ear l y  E l i zabethan  Eng land ,  1558–88,  and  Superpower 

re la t i ons  and  the  Co ld  War,  1941–91.

•	 Paper  three  i s  The  USA ,  1954–75:  conf l i c t  a t  home and  abroad .



W H Y ?

George  Santayana ,  a  Span ish  ph i l osopher,  sa id  that 

those  who  do  no t  l ea rn  f rom h is to r y  a re  doomed to 

repeat  i t .  In  o the r  words ,  i f  you  fa i l  t o  l ea rn  f rom past 

mis takes  you ’ re  l i ke l y  t o  make  them yourse l f .  But  the re 

a re  many  o the r  r easons  to  s tudy  H is to r y.

S tudy ing  h is to r y  a l l ows  us  to  deve lop  a  be t te r 

unders tand ing  and  a  more  ba lanced  l ook  a t  the  wor ld .  

H is to r y  can  a lso  be  insp i r ing .  When  we  d iscove r  what  peop le 

have  ach ieved  aga ins t  the  odds  and  how th ings  can  change 

ove r  t ime ,  i t  can  g ive  us  the  mot ivat ion  we  need  to  succeed .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

In addition to providing a knowledge of the past, 
studying history helps develop transferable skills that 
will prepare you for a variety of career opportunities 
down the road. History teaches us to ask two very 
important questions: why and how. This is key to 
sharpening your critical thinking abilities, which combine 
the following skills: 
•	 research & analysis

•	 essay writing & communication

•	 problem solving

•	 argumentation

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

With your ace analytical, writing, debate and detective 
skills, you’ll be primed for a huge range of careers in 
history, such as:

•	 law & journalism

•	 academia & teaching

•	 politics.

Studying History at GCSE will help you with other essay 
subjects as A-Level and university. If you want to study 
history at university or, in some cases, American studies 
at university, you’ll a need to take it at A-level.

“History Doesn’t Repeat Itself,  but It Often Rhymes.”
 M a r k  T w a i n

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exams		  3 papers

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher(s)			   Mr Everington, Mr McKitterick & Miss Ryan

Exam Board			   Edexcel

After school support	 -

course Title			   Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History i
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Have you ever wondered why people feel, think and behave the way they do? Do you want 

to develop a deeper understanding of how humans develop, how their memory works 

and what influences personality traits? Do you want to use this knowledge to address 

society’s issues and problems? If so, then GCSE Psychology is the subject for you!

GCSE Psychology is your introduction to fascinating and core scientific research on 

the human brain, mental processes and behaviour and will provide you with a strong 

foundation in research methods. It is a rewarding subject that will help you demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding of psychological ideas and procedures and apply them 

to real-life scenarios. You will also be taught to analyse, evaluate and compare various 

psychological theories and techniques to make judgements and draw conclusions.

H o w ?

The course is assessed through two examination papers which are both sat at the 

end of year 11, containing multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-response 

(essay) questions. 10% of the examination assesses Mathematics skills. 

Paper 1:  1 hour and 45 minutes (55% of the qualification)

Topic 1: Development – How did you develop? 

Topic 2: Memory – How does your memory work? 

Topic 3: Psychological problems – How would psychological problems affect you? 

Topic 4: The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain affect you? 

Topic 5: Social influence – How do others affect you?

Paper 2: 1 hour and 20 minutes (45% of the qualification)

Topic 6: Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals? 

Topic 7: The self – What makes you who you are?

(Topics 8, 9 & 10 have not been chosen)

Topic 11: Research methods – How do you carry out psychological research?



W H Y ?

GCSE Psychology has something for everyone. It covers a broad 

range of interesting topics that will help you understand the 

human brain, mind and behaviour through scientific, social, 

cultural, moral and ethical lenses and use Mathematics 

skills to analyse research data and statistics.

You will also have the opportunity to watch famous experiments 

and studies on video and put theory into practice through 

conducting your own research pieces. You will work collaboratively 

with other students, have plenty of debate opportunities, go on trips 

and listen to guest speakers.

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

Psychology develops a range of skills which are 
transferable to both further education and the workplace 
such as:

•	 critical analysis

•	 research

•	 problem-solving

•	 independent thinking

•	 communication

•	 academic writing & presentation

•	 leadership & teamwork.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

GCSE Psychology will help you progress to A-Level 
Psychology and other subjects such as Sociology, Biology, 
English, Mathematics, Philosophy and History. It will 
also be useful in many college and degree courses and 
apprenticeships, such as:

•	 Criminology & Forensic Science

•	 Health & Social Work

•	 Child Development

•	 Sport Science

•	 Law & Education. 

“I chose to study Psychology because it  allows you to have a greater 
understanding of human behaviour and how the mind works. It  is a unique and 

interesting subject that can also be applied to your everyday l ife. I  believe 
psychology wil l  help me with my future job prospects.”

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exams		  2 papers

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher			   Ms Nabeeh

Exam Board			   Edexcel

After school support	

course Title			   Psychologyi
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W h a t ?

Th is  course  exp lo res  the  b ig  themes  o f  l i f e  and  death  th rough  the  l ens  o f 

two  wor ld  re l ig ions-  I s lam and  Chr is t ian i t y,  and  th rough  the  pe rspect ives  o f 

humanism and  a the ism (wor ldv iews  that  see  God  as  a  man-made  const ruc t ) . 

You  w i l l  ga in  knowledge  o f  the  co re  be l i e fs  and  p rac t i ces  o f  those  re l ig ions , 

and  examine  four  themes ,  and  how Mus l ims ,  Chr is t ians  and  Humanis ts  might 

respond  to  them.   Those  themes  a re  human r ights ,  r e la t i onsh ips ,  mat te rs  o f 

l i f e  and  death ,  and  i ssues  o f  good  and  ev i l .  You  w i l l  deve lop  your  knowledge 

about  re l ig ion  and  sp i r i tua l i t y  but  w i l l  a lso  suppor t  you  in  deve lop ing  your 

own op in ions  and  how to  express  them c lear l y.  You  w i l l  meet  b ig  ideas  f rom 

ph i l osophy-  about  the  nature  o f  l i f e  and  human exper ience ,  and  f rom the 

f i e ld  o f  e th ics-  how we  choose  to  behave  and  make  mora l  dec is ions .

H o w ?

The course is examined on 3 examination papers that you sit in at the end of 

Year 11. The papers are designed so you can demonstrate four key skills: define 

words and ideas/ describe aspects of religion/ explain religious ideas/ evaluate 

viewpoints.

Paper 1: Religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world. 50% of 

your overall grade. This is a 2-hour paper with 4 questions. Each question relates 

to one of four themes we study - 1. Issues of Relationships 2. Issues of Life and 

Death 3. Issues of Good and Evil 4. Issues of Human Rights. 

Paper 2:  Christianity. 25% of your overall grade. This is a 1-hour paper with 2 

questions.The questions are based on Christian Beliefs and Christian Practices. 

Paper 3: Islam. 25% of your overall grade. This is a 1-hour paper with 2 questions. 

The questions are based on Muslim Beliefs and Muslim Practices.  



W H Y ?

We live in a dynamic, diverse, multi-cultural and multi-faith 

world. We are all global citizens. It is vital, as you go out 

into this world to work, explore, earn, play, and contribute, 

that you can interact with everyone you meet in a way 

that is informed, respectful, tolerant and authentic. 

Religion and World Views helps you to do that. It is a 

deeply academic course, but it is also a training for l ife in 

how to be curious about people’s faith, beliefs, opinions and 

perspectives, and how to understand the traditions and heritage 

upon which people might build their identities.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

POST 16: college or degree courses in Religious Studies, 
Philosophy, Theology, Psychology, History, Sociology, 
Anthropology CAREERS:  Business & International 
Business/ Marketing & Management/ The Government/ 
Peace Corps/ Non Profit Organisations/ Charity Sector/ 
Counselling/ Social Work/ Education/ Journalism & 
Publishing/ Law/ Medicine/ Event Planning/ Museums 
& the Arts/ Philosophy/ Theology/ Psychology/ History/ 
Anthropology/ Personnel/ Civil Service

“Personally,  RS has taught me many l ife skil ls that 
I can use in daily l ife! It ’s not all  about beliefs, it ’s 

about practices too.”
R a i

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam		  100%

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Teacher(s)			    Ms Cole,  Ms McManamon,  Ms Nabeeh,  Ms Porter

Exam Board			   eduqas

After school support	 No

course Title			   Religious Studiesi
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T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Good religious knowledge base for meeting people of 
all walks of life

•	 Critical thinking

•	 Essay-writing skills

•	 Great communication skills

•	 Confidence in sharing your opinions, beliefs and 
ideas

•	 Ability to listen and respond to others’ views
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W h a t ?

Th is  course  enab les  s tudents  to  deepen  the i r  cu l tu ra l  cap i ta l  w i th  an 

ins ight  in to  H ispan ic  cu l tu re  and  language .  S tudents  w i l l  ach ieve  a 

work ing  knowledge  o f  a  modern  fo re ign  language  to  a  competent  l eve l  wh i l e 

deve lop ing  sk i l l s  and  knowledge  in  the i r  own  language .

The  course  i s  taught  th rough  the  med ium o f  Eng l i sh  and  the re fo re  bu i lds 

a  so l id  unders tand ing  o f  l ingu is t i cs  and  communicat ion .  S tudent ’s  w i l l 

demonst ra te  the  ab i l i t y  t o  in fe r  mean ing ,  dec ipher  tex ts ,  th ink  c r i t i ca l l y, 

e xpand  the i r  vocabu la r y  and  communicate  e f fec t i ve l y,  a l l  o f  wh ich  a re 

t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  r equ i red  by  fu tu re  employe rs .

H o w ?

The  course  i s  assessed  th rough  key  sk i l l s :  l i s ten ing ,  speak ing ,  r ead ing , 

wr i t ing .  The  course  i s  sp l i t  in to  th ree  themes  wh ich  a re  des igned  to  enhance 

s tudents ’  cu l tu ra l  cap i ta l  th rough  a  range  o f  t op ics .

Theme 1  i s  ca l l ed  ‘ Ident i t y  and  cu l tu re ’ .  Th is  i s  an  in t roducto r y  theme where 

s tudents  bu i ld  the i r  competence  in  top ics  re la t ing  to  the i r  in te res ts .

Theme 2  cove rs  l oca l ,  nat iona l ,  in te rnat iona l  and  g loba l  a reas  o f  in te res t 

wh ich  g ive  s tudents  an  ins ight  in to  how the  wor ld  a round  them works  th rough 

a  fo re ign  language .

F ina l l y,  Theme 3  i s  cu r rent  and  fu tu re  s tudy  and  employment  where  s tudent 

can  synthes ise  where  they  a re  in  the i r  s tud ies  and  where  the  fu tu re  can  take 

them.



W H Y ?

Students  shou ld  take  th is  sub jec t  t o  equ ip  themse lves 

w i th  a  qua l i f i ca t i on  that  w i l l  make  them s tand  out 

aga ins t  o the r  po tent ia l  cand idates  who  do  no t  have 

the  exper ience  o f  s tudy ing  a  language .

In  a  wor ld  where  g loba l i sa t i on  i s  e xpand ing  and 

compet i t i on  fo r  ca ree rs  and  oppor tun i t i es  i s  inc reas ing , 

ou r  s tudents  w i l l  have  more  doo rs  open  to  them i f  they  can 

demonst ra te  the  sk i l l s  r equ i red  to  l ea rn  another  language .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Increased linguistic competency

•	 greater cultural awareness

•	 the ability to infer meaning

•	 decipher texts

•	 think critically

•	 expand vocabulary

•	 problem solve

•	 communicate effectively.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Opportunity to study at A Level, continue studies at 
University or study another language at University 
(which includes a year abroad in a Hispanic 
speaking country).

•	 Some careers where a degree in a language is 
beneficial are interpreter, academic research, 
journalism, logistics and distribution, detectives, 
marketing executives, diplomatic officers.

““Talk to a man in a language he understands, 
that goes to his head. If  you talk to him in his own 

language, that goes to his heart.”
N e l s o n  M a n d e l a

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam		  4 papers - 1: listening, 2: Speaking, 3: Reading, 4: Writing

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  Yes

Teacher(s)			   Mr Murphy, Ms Hansson, Mr Lumini

Exam Board			   AQA

After school support	 Y11 Twilight

course Title			   GCSE Spanishi
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W h a t ?

Th is  course  enab les  s tudents  to  deepen  the i r  ab i l i t y  in  the i r  fami l y  language . 

S tudents  w i l l  use  the  language  to  a  competent  l eve l  wh i l e  deve lop ing  sk i l l s 

and  knowledge  in  Eng l i sh  language  as  the  courses  a re  taught  th rough  the 

med ium o f  Eng l i sh  and  the re fo re  bu i lds  a  so l id  unders tand ing  o f  l ingu is t i cs 

and  communicat ion .

S tudent ’s  w i l l  demonst ra te  the  ab i l i t y  t o  in fe r  mean ing ,  dec ipher  tex ts , 

th ink  c r i t i ca l l y,  e xpand  the i r  vocabu la r y  and  communicate  e f fec t i ve l y,  a l l  o f 

wh ich  a re  t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  r equ i red  by  fu tu re  employe rs .

H o w ?

The  course  i s  assessed  th rough  key  sk i l l s :  l i s ten ing ,  speak ing ,  r ead ing , 

wr i t ing .  The  course  i s  sp l i t  in to  th ree  themes  wh ich  a re  des igned  to  enhance 

s tudents ’  cu l tu ra l  cap i ta l  th rough  a  range  o f  t op ics .

Theme 1  i s  ca l l ed  ‘ Ident i t y  and  cu l tu re ’ .  Th is  i s  an  in t roducto r y  theme where 

s tudents  bu i ld  the i r  competence  in  top ics  re la t ing  to  the i r  in te res ts .

Theme 2  cove rs  l oca l ,  nat iona l ,  in te rnat iona l  and  g loba l  a reas  o f  in te res t 

wh ich  g ive  s tudents  an  ins ight  in to  how the  wor ld  a round  them works  th rough 

a  fo re ign  language .

F ina l l y,  Theme 3  i s  cu r rent  and  fu tu re  s tudy  and  employment  where  s tudent 

can  synthes ise  where  they  a re  in  the i r  s tud ies  and  where  the  fu tu re  can  take 

them.



W H Y ?

Students  shou ld  take  th is  sub jec t  t o  equ ip  themse lves 

w i th  a  qua l i f i ca t i on  that  w i l l  make  them s tand  out 

aga ins t  o the r  po tent ia l  cand idates  who  do  no t  have 

the  exper ience  o f  s tudy ing  a  language .

In  a  wor ld  where  g loba l i sa t i on  i s  e xpand ing  and 

compet i t i on  fo r  ca ree rs  and  oppor tun i t i es  i s  inc reas ing , 

ou r  s tudents  w i l l  have  more  doo rs  open  to  them i f  they  can 

demonst ra te  the  sk i l l s  r equ i red  to  l ea rn  another  language .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Increased linguistic competency

•	 greater cultural awareness

•	 the ability to infer meaning

•	 decipher texts

•	 think critically

•	 expand vocabulary

•	 problem solve

•	 communicate effectively.

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Opportunity to study at A Level, continue studies at 
University or study another language at University 
(which includes a year abroad in a Hispanic 
speaking country).

•	 Some careers where a degree in a language is 
beneficial are interpreter, academic research, 
journalism, logistics and distribution, detectives, 
marketing executives, diplomatic officers.

“I never really knew where I wanted to go, but 
learning a new language has guided me to where I am 

today.”
M r  M u r p h y

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam		  4 papers - 1: listening, 2: Speaking, 3: Reading, 4: Writing

lessons per week		  3

home learning	?		  yes

Programme leader		  Mr Ahmed

Exam Board			   AQA/EDEXCEL

After school support	 Twilight Y11

course Title			   Community Languages; Arabic, Bengali, Punjabi and Urdui
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You  w i l l  take  two  Eng l i sh  GCSE sub jec ts :  Eng l i sh  Language  and  Eng l i sh 

L i te ra tu re .  Th is  w i l l  g ive  you  two  separate  GCSE grades . 

You  w i l l  deve lop  the  sk i l l s  you  need  to  read ,  unders tand  and  ana l yse  a 

w ide  range  o f  d i f fe rent  tex ts  cove r ing  the  19th ,  20th  and  21st  century  t ime 

pe r i ods  as  we l l  as  to  wr i te  c lear l y,  coherent l y  and  accurate l y  us ing  a  range 

o f  vocabu la r y  and  sentence  s t ruc tu res .

H o w ?

Eng l i sh  Language :  GCSE  Eng l i sh  Language  i s  des igned  on  the  bas is  that  you 

w i l l  r ead  and  be  assessed  on  h igh-qua l i t y,  cha l l eng ing  tex ts  f rom the  19th , 

20th  and  21st  centur ies .  Each  tex t  s tud ied  w i l l  be  a  substant ia l  p iece  o f 

wr i t ing ,  mak ing  s ign i f i cant  demands  on  you  in  te rms  o f  content ,  s t ruc tu re 

and  the  qua l i t y  o f  language .

The  tex ts ,  ac ross  a  range  o f  genres  and  t ypes ,  w i l l  suppor t  you  in  deve lop ing 

your  wr i t ing  by  p rov id ing  e f fec t i ve  mode ls .  The  tex ts  w i l l  inc lude  l i t e ra tu re 

and  ex tended  l i t e ra r y  non- f i c t i on ,  and  o the r  wr i t ing  such  as  essays ,  r ev iews 

and  j ou rna l i sm (bo th  p r in ted  and  on l ine ) .

Eng l i sh  L i terature :  Th rough  the  course  you  w i l l  s tudy  Shakespeare ,  poe t r y, 

a  19th  century  nove l  and  a  modern  d rama tex t .  You  w i l l  have  the  oppor tun i t y 

t o  deve lop  your  sk i l l s  in  l i t e ra l  and  in fe rent ia l  comprehens ion ,  c r i t i ca l 

r ead ing ,  eva luat ing  a  wr i te r ’s  cho ice  o f  vocabu la r y,  g rammat ica l  and 

s t ruc tu ra l  f ea tu res  and  compar ing  tex ts  as  we l l  as  wr i t ing  e f fec t i ve l y  about 

l i t e ra tu re  fo r  a  range  o f  purposes  and  mainta in ing  a  po in t  o f  v i ew.
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W H Y ?

English is a core subject at school, which we must all study at least 

up to GCSE level. English is at the heart of the curriculum because 

it enables the ability to think critically about oneself and the world 

around us.

We want students to read widely across genres to enhance their 

cultural capital and give them an increased sense of empathy, self-

agency and freedom of imagination. We want to develop students’ ability 

to craft writing, including knowledge and skills for rhetoric and grammar, 

to express themselves effectively and creatively. We strive to send them out into 

the world as skilled communicators and confident writers with a rich literary 

knowledge and lifelong love of reading; as a result, we prepare them for life.

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good 
understanding

•	 Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide 
reading to inform and improve your writing

•	 Write effectively and coherently using Standard 
English appropriately

•	 Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell 
accurately

“Without language, one cannot talk to people and 
understand them; one cannot share their hopes and 

aspirations, grasp their history, appreciate their 
poetry, or savour their songs.” N e l s o n  M a n d e l a

Qualifications		  GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam		  x 3

lessons per week		  5

home learning	?		  yes

Head of Faculty		  Claire Rodgers 

Exam Board			   eduqas

Speaking & Listening		  Endorsement

After school support	

course Titles			   English Literature & English Languagei

P o s t  1 6 ,  c a r e e r s  &  B e y o n d

•	 A student that does not achieve the required grade 
4 at GCSE English will have to resit GCSE English at 
Post-16

•	 A level: English, English Literature, Media

•	 Journalism, publishing, public relations and 
advertising

•	 Teaching and legal work

•	 Translating and interpreting work
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W h a t ?

GCSE Mathemat ics  i s  the  s tudy  o f  the  numer ic  laws  that  gove rn  us  and 

p rov ides  the  eve r yday  numer ica l  and  ana l y t i ca l  sk i l l s  that  pup i l s  w i l l  need 

to  funct ion  in  a  l i f e  beyond  schoo l .

H o w ?

Students  a re  taught  by  Maths  spec ia l i s ts  and  l ea rn  in  maths  th rough  the  use 

o f  min i -wh i teboards .  Th is  a l l ows  s tudents  to  make  mis takes  and  a t tempt 

quest ions  in  a  ve r y  l ow  s takes  env i ronment .

C i t y  Academy ’s  Maths  depar tment  has  some o f  the  bes t  p rogress  in  Maths 

no t  on l y  in  Br is to l  but  Nat ionwide .

GCSE s tudents  w i l l  s tudy  6  mathemat ica l  a reas :

•	 Number

•	 Algebra

•	 Ratio, proportion and  Rates of Change

•	 Geometry and Measures

•	 Probability

•	 Statistics
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W H Y ?

Mathemat ics  i s  used  in  many  aspects  o f  l i f e  f r om foo tba l l 

tac t i cs  to  wor ld  economies .  Mathemat ics  a l l ows  us  to 

make  some sense  o f  the  wor ld  and  i t ’s  laws  a re  app l i ed 

th roughout  the  Sc iences .  A  pass  a t  GCSE  Mathemat ics 

i s  r equ i red  fo r  most  j obs  and  a lmost  a l l  Un ive rs i t y 

degrees .  I f  pup i l s  do  no t  ach ieve  a  g rade  4  a t  GCSE 

Maths  in  Year  11  they  w i l l  need  to  re-s i t  GCSE  Maths 

in  co l l ege  unt i l  they  pass  o r  unt i l  they  a re  18 .  A- leve l 

Maths  i s  a  ve r y  we l l - respected  A- leve l  by  employe rs  and 

Un ive rs i t i es  a l i ke  and  can  take  peop le  to  many  d i f fe rent  degrees 

and  j obs .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Problem Solving

•	 Critical Thinking

•	 Mathematical Reasoning

•	 Deductive Reasoning

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Pupils who do not achieve the required grade 4 at 
GCSE Maths will have to resit GCSE Maths at Post-
16.

•	 Core Maths

•	 A Level Maths

•	 Engineering Apprenticeships

“15% of 60 is equal to 60% of 15”

A l i s t e r  B r o o k s

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam 1		  No Calculator

lessons per week		  5

home learning	?		  yes

Head of Faculty		  Tom McGuinness

Exam Board			   AQA

ASSESSMENT / Exam 2		  Calculator

ASSESSMENT / Exam 3		  Calculator

After school support

course Title			   Mathematics GCSE
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Fur the r  Maths  GCSE is  a  non-GCSE sub jec t  o f fe red  to  some o f  ou r  most  ab le 

mathemat ic ians .  I t  i s  a  b r idge  be tween  GCSE and  A- leve l  maths  to  t r y  t o 

g ive  pup i l s  the  bes t  chance  poss ib le  a t  be ing  successfu l  a t  A- leve l  and 

beyond .

Some aspects  o f  Fu r the r  Maths  exp lo re  top ics  f rom GCSE more  deep l y, 

however  o the rs  a re  new concepts  that  o the rw ise  wou ldn ’ t  be  taught  unt i l 

A- leve l  Maths  and  beyond .

Th is  course  shou ld  on l y  be  cons ide red  by  pup i l s  who  a re  p red ic ted  to  ach ieve 

a  g rade  7  -  9  in  GCSE  Maths .

H o w ?

Fur the r  Maths  cove rs  Number,  A lgebra ,  Coo rd inate  Geomet r y,  Ca lcu lus , 

Mat r i ces  and  Geomet r y.

S tudents  w i l l  ge t  t o  t r y  p rob lems that  b r ing  together  a l l  the  sk i l l s  they 

have  ga ined  wh i l s t  a t  schoo l  but  a lso  l ea rn  new sk i l l s  and  how they  can  be 

app l i ed  to  p rob lems they  have  seen  be fo re .

S tudents  w i l l  l ea rn  in  a  ve r y  s imi la r  way  to  the i r  r egu la r  Maths  l essons  and 

we  s t r i ve  to  ensure  that  they  have  the  same teacher  fo r  Mathemat ics  wh i l e 

be ing  taught  Fur the r  Maths . 
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W H Y ?

Students  shou ld  on l y  cons ide r  th is  course  i f  they  a re 

th ink ing  o f  tak ing  A- leve l  maths  o r  want  to  exp lo re 

Mathemat ica l  t op ics  in  more  depth .

S tudents  who  ach ieve  we l l  in  Maths  but  do  no t 

necessar i l y  have  a  pass ion  fo r  i t  may  a lso  en joy 

s tudy ing  th is  course  as  a  way  o f  t r y ing  to  ach ieve  the 

ve r y  t op  g rade  they  can  in  GCSE Mathemat ics .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Problem Solving

•	 Critical Thinking

•	 Mathematical Reasoning

•	 Deductive Reasoning

•	 Manipulate precisely

•	 Construct logical arguments and expose illogical 
ones

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 A level Maths

•	 Mathematical careers have no limits!

The difference between the poet and the 
mathematician is that the poet tries to get his head 

into the heavens while the mathematician tries to get 
the heavens into his head. G . K .  C h e s t e r t o n

Qualification			   LEvel 2

ASSESSMENT / Exam 1		  No Calculator

lessons per week		  TBC

home learning	?		  yes

Head of Faculty		  Tom McGuinness

Exam Board			   AQA

ASSESSMENT / Exam 2		  Calculator

After school support

course Title			   AQA Certificate Level 2 Further Maths (8365)i
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Stat is t i cs  GCSE is  an  add i t i ona l  Maths  qua l i f i ca t i on .

As  we l l  as  combin ing  w i th  some o f  the  GCSE Mathemat ics  content ,  S ta t i s t i cs 

exp lo res  s ta t i s t i ca l  themes  more  deep l y ;  pup i l s  w i l l  p rocess  and  represent 

data  and  summar ise  resu l ts ,  they  w i l l  t es t  hypotheses  and  p resent  data 

wh i l s t  a lso  l ook ing  fu r the r  in to  p robab i l i t y.

The re  a re  no  ent r y  r equ i rements  fo r  the  course ;  the re  a re  H igher  and 

Foundat ion  spec i f i ca t i ons  and  exams.  Th is  course  i s  a  good  foo tho ld  fo r 

those  pup i l s  cons ide r ing  s tudy ing  S ta t i s t i cs  as  par t  o f  A- leve l  Maths ,  as 

we l l  as  pup i l s  want ing  to  improve  the i r  Maths  g rade . 

H o w ?

Students  w i l l  cove r  8  themes :  Co l l ec t i on  o f  data ,  P rocess ing  and  represent ing 

data ,  Summar is ing  data ,  Scat te r  g raphs  and  co r re la t i on ,  Time  se r i es , 

P robab i l i t y,  Index  numbers  and  P robab i l i t y  d is t r ibut ions .

Some o f  these  top ics  w i l l  be  fami l ia r  t o  pup i l s  s tudy ing  Maths  a l ready,  wh i l e 

some are  comple te l y  new and  wou ldn ’ t  usua l l y  be  seen  unt i l  A- leve l . 

The re  i s  some c rossove r  w i th  the  compulso r y  GCSE  maths  sy l labus  and  par ts 

o f  l essons  w i l l  be  about  so l id i f y ing  those  sk i l l s .

S tudents  w i l l  l ea rn  in  a  s imi la r  fash ion  to  the i r  Maths  l essons  and  i f  pup i l s 

f ee l  they  a re  ab le  to  l ea rn  we l l  that  way  then  th is  cou ld  be  the  opt ion  fo r 

them.
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W H Y ?

Th is  i s  f o r  pup i l s  who  en joy  Maths  l essons  and  wou ld 

l i ke  more  o f  them.  Pup i l s  who  a re  concerned  that  they 

may  no t  ach ieve  the i r  bes t  g rade  in  Maths  shou ld 

cons ide r  choos ing  S ta t i s t i cs  as  a  way  o f  r e in fo rc ing 

the i r  sk i l l s .

The  add i t i ona l  t ime  ove r  two  years  cou ld  be 

t ransfo rmat ive  to  the i r  GCSE  Maths  g rade .  Desp i te  no t 

be ing  a  p re- requ is i te  fo r  A- leve l  Maths ,  pup i l s  cons ide r ing 

s tudy ing  Maths  beyond  GCSE may  a lso  cons ide r  S ta t i s t i cs  as  i t 

makes  up  par t  o f  the  A- leve l  course .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Analysing data

•	 Comparing data sets

•	 Drawing conclusions from given data

•	 Critically considering how data is being used

•	 Increased awareness of the laws of Probability

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 Core Maths

•	 A-level Maths

•	 A-level Further Maths

•	 Mathematical careers have no limits!

“Without mathematics, there’s nothing you can do. 
Everything around you is mathematics. Everything 

around you is numbers.”
S h a k u n t a l a  D e v i

Qualification			   GCSE

ASSESSMENT / Exam 1		  Calculator

lessons per week		  TBC

home learning	?		  yes

Head of Faculty		  Tom McGuinness

Exam Board			   Edexcel

ASSESSMENT / Exam 2		  Calculator

After school support

course Title			   Statistics GCSEi
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You wil l  take a GCSE in Combined Science.  This wil l  cover aspects of  Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.

At the end of the course,  you wil l  be awarded two GCSE grades.  The course wil l 

give you the foundation for  understanding the material  world.  You wil l  learn key 

knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.

H o w ?

Biology :  Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology,  Topic 2 – Cel ls and control ,  Topic 3 – 

Genetics,  Topic 4– Natural  selection and genetic modif ication,  Topic 5 – Health, 

disease and the development of  medicines.  Topic 6 – Plant structures and their 

functions,  Topic 7 – Animal coordination,  control  and homoeostasis,  Topic 8 – 

Exchange and transport  in animals,  Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material  cycles

Chemistry :  Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry,  Topic 2 – States of  matter 

and mixtures,  Topic 3 – Chemical changes, Topic 4 – Extracting metals and 

equil ibria.  Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic table,  Topic 7 – Rates of reaction 

and energy changes, Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science

Physics :   Topic 1 – Key concepts of  physics,  Topic 2 – Motion and forces, 

Topic 3 – Conservation of energy,  Topic 4 – Waves,  Topic 5 – Light and the 

electromagnetic spectrum, Topic 6 – Radioactivity,  Topic 8 – Energy - Forces 

doing work,  Topic 9 – Forces and their  effects,  Topic 10 – Electr icity  and 

circuits,  Topic 12 – Magnetism and the motor effect,  Topic 13 – Electromagnetic 

induction,  Topic 14 – Particle model,  Topic 15 – Forces and matter.

C
O

R
E 

S
U

B
JE

C
T 

  
S

c
ie

n
c

es



W H Y ?

A  Combined  Sc ience  Qua l i f i ca t i on  se ts  you  up  w i th  the 

key  sk i l l s  you ’ l l  need  to  make  the  most  o f  your  fu tu re 

oppor tun i t i es .  We  use  eve r y  l esson  to  p rob lem so lve , 

th ink  ana l y t i ca l l y,  t es t  ou t  ideas  and  cha l l enge  our 

own  assumpt ions  about  the  wor ld  a round  us .

Now more  than  eve r,  in  a  wor ld  fu l l  o f  uncer ta in t y  ye t 

max imum poss ib i l i t y,  s tudy ing  sc ience  has  neve r  been 

more  essent ia l  and  ind ispensab le  to  our  co l l ec t i ve  fu tu res .

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Problem solving

•	 Analytical Skills

•	 Critical thinking 

•	 Practical application of knowledge 

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 A Combined Science Qualification allows you to 
pursue a wide range of options Post 16 and beyond. 

•	 A levels in Biology, Chemistry or Physics not only 
strengthen and build your academic abilities, they 
refine transferable skills making you all the more 
employable for well paid  and secure jobs in the 
future.  

•	 Science has never stopped being relevant, while 
many industries may struggle in the future, the 
scientific field will no doubt carry the country 
through current and future challenges.

“For me, I think the greatest achievements of science is to 
allow humanity to realize that our world is comprehensible. 

Through science, rational thinking, we can understand how the 
universe works.” J i m  A l - K h a l i l i

Qualification			   2  GCSE grades

ASSESSMENT / biology		 2 papers

lessons per week		  5

home learning	?		  yes

Head of Faculty		  Ms Malik

Exam Board			   edexcel

ASSESSMENT / chemistry	 2 papers

ASSESSMENT / Physics		 2 papers

After school support	 yes

course Title			   Combined Sciencesi
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You wil l  take three separate GCSEs in Biology,  Chemistry and Physics.  At the 

end of the course,  you wil l  be awarded three individual GCSE grades.  You wil l 

develop your scientif ic knowledge and conceptual understanding for  each 

subject.  You wil l  gain a greater understanding of the nature,  processes and 

methods of science,  while learning to apply observational,  practical ,  modell ing, 

enquiry and problem-solving ski l ls in the laboratory,  in the f ield and in other 

learning environments.  Over the course,  you wil l  develop your abil i ty  to evaluate 

claims based on science through crit ical  analysis of  the methodology,  evidence 

and conclusions,  both qualitatively and quantitatively.

H o w ?

Biology :  Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology,  Topic 2 – Cel ls and control ,  Topic 3 – 

Genetics,  Topic 4– Natural  selection and genetic modif ication,  Topic 5 – Health, 

disease and the development of  medicines.  Topic 6 – Plant structures and their 

functions,  Topic 7 – Animal coordination,  control  and homeostasis,  Topic 8 – 

Exchange and transport  in animals,  Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material  cycles.

Chemistry :  Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry,  Topic 2 – States of  matter 

and mixtures,  Topic 3 – Chemical changes, Topic 4 – Extracting metals and 

equil ibria,  Topic 5 Transit ion Metals,  Al loys and Corrosion,  Topic 6 – Groups in 

the periodic table,  Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and energy changes, Topic 8 – 

Fuels and Earth science,  Topic 9 Quantitative analysis tests for  Ions

Physics :   Topic 1 – Key concepts of  physics,  Topic 2 – Motion and forces, 

Topic 3 – Conservation of energy,  Topic 4 – Waves,  Topic 5 – Light and the 

electromagnetic spectrum, Topic 6 – Radioactivity,  Topic 8 – Energy - Forces 

doing work,  Topic 9 – Forces and their  effects,  Topic 10 – Electr icity  and 

circuits,  Topic 12 – Magnetism and the motor effect,  Topic 13 – Electromagnetic 

induction,  Topic 14 – Particle model,  Topic 15 – Forces and matter.
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W H Y ?

Separate Science sets you up with three discrete GCSEs. You 

finish the course with the key skills you’ll  need to make the 

most of your future opportunities, including the possibility 

of studying Science at A Level. 

We use every lesson to problem solve, think analytically, 

test out ideas and challenge our own assumptions about 

the world around us. Now more than ever, in a world full of 

uncertainty yet maximum possibility, studying science has never 

been more essential and indispensible to our collective futures. 

T r a n s f e r a b l e  S k i l l s

•	 Problem solving

•	 Analytical Skills

•	 Critical thinking 

•	 Practical application of knowledge 

P O S T  1 6 ,  C A R E E R S  &  B E Y O N D

•	 A levels in Biology, Chemistry or Physics not only 
strengthen and build your academic abilities, they 
refine transferrable skills making you all the more 
employable for well paid  and secure jobs in the 
future.  

•	 Science has never stopped being relevant, while 
many industires may struggle in the future, the 
scientific field will no doubt carry the country 
through current and future challenges.

“Nothing in l ife is to be feared, it  is only to be 
understood. Now is the time to understand more, so 

that we may fear less.”
M a r i e  C u r i e

i

Qualification			   3  GCSE grades

ASSESSMENT / biology		 2 papers

lessons per week		  8

home learning	?		  yes

Head of Faculty		  Ms Malik

Exam Board			   edexcel

ASSESSMENT / chemistry	 2 papers

ASSESSMENT / Physics		 2 papers

After school support	 yes

course Title			   Combined Sciences
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P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( P E )

H o w ?

Key stage four physical education at City Academy aims to encourage students to 

explore a range of activities to inspire them to develop a healthy, active lifestyle 

to continue into adulthood. To enable students to explore activities, we give them 

ownership over their curriculum. Students have the opportunity to choose from 

the following pathways: participation/health, competition, and leadership. Each 

of the pathways offer a different activity each term but will follow the theme of 

developing leadership skills, physical health and recreational sport or a level of 

competition and performance, based upon the needs and choice of the individual. 

Each term students will experience two sports, one from their chosen pathway 

and another chosen by the PE team to ensure students experience a broad range 

of activities. Activities will range from traditional sports such as football and 

netball, to fitness, yoga and alternative sports such as spike ball and ultimate 

frisbee.

W h y ?

Through engaging in a range of physical activities students may develop a passion in a 

particular activity which could encourage further participation outside of school and into 

the future. They may also develop an understanding of how to sustain a healthy, active 

lifestyle, an invaluable tool to carry through to adulthood and to encourage in others. 

Physical activity not only provides students with good physical health but also helps them 

to maintain and develop good mental and social health.

P E  ( E x t r a  C u r r i c u l a r )

The  p rov is ion  p rov ided  fo r  you  w i th in  years  7-9  w i l l  cont inue .  The  o f fe r 

o f  a t tend ing  two  d i f fe rent  t ypes  o f  e x t ra-cur r i cu la r  c lubs  w i th in  year  10 : 
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Par t i c ipat ion  and  compet i t i on .  Par t i c ipat ion  w i l l  a l l ow  you  to  come and  j o in  in  w i th  seve ra l 

spo r ts  in  a  rec reat iona l  way.  You  can  b r ing  your  f r i ends  and  p lay  a  game o f  basketba l l  ins ide 

the  spor ts  ha l l  o r  f oo tba l l  ou t  on  the  a l l -weather  p i tch .

I t  wou ld  be  your  oppor tun i t y  t o  come and  be  ac t i ve  w i th  your  pee rs  and  have  some fun .

Compet i t i on  based  c lubs  a l l ow  the  s tudents  that  represent  the  schoo l  in  f i x tu res  to  t ra in 

and  deve lop  these  sk i l l s ,  a l though  anyone  i f  f r ee  to  a t tend  these  c lubs .  These  c lubs  fo l l ow 

the  Br is to l  Schoo l  Spor t  schedu le  wh ich  inc ludes  spor ts :  rugby,  ne tba l l ,  f oo tba l l ,  basketba l l , 

r ounders  and  c r i cke t .  P lease  ensure  you  speak  to  your  teacher  and  check  the  t imetab le  fo r 

dates .

P S H E

H o w ?

Students  w i l l  cont inue  to  s tudy  PSHE’s  th ree  key  themes  ac ross  s i x  d rop  down days :  Hea l th 

and  we l lbe ing ,  l i v ing  in  the  w ide r  wor ld  and  re la t i onsh ip  and  sex  educat ion .  The  KS4  PSHE 

programme is  no t  an  assessed  e lement  o f  the  cur r i cu lum and  the re fo re  requ i res  no  examinat ion . 

The  PSHE lessons  a t  CAB wi l l  he lp  supp lement  the  l ea rn ing  you  a l ready  cove r  w i th in  the  res t 

o f  your  l essons ,  as  we l l  as  exp lo re  new sub jec ts  in  g reate r  depth .

You  w i l l  engage  in  ac t i v i t i es  in  the  c lass rooms such  as  debates ,  dec is ion  mak ing  ac t i v i t i es  and 

scenar ios  to  he lp  demonst ra te  the  l ea rn ing  you  have  ga ined  ove r  the  course  o f  the  d rop-down 

days .  W i th in  the  d rop-down days  you  w i l l  cove r  t op ics  such  as :  P repar ing  fo r  work  exper ience , 

improv ing  your  menta l  hea l th ,  f inanc ia l  dec is ion  mak ing ,  hea l thy  re la t i onsh ips  and  address ing 

ex t remism and  rad ica l i sa t i on .  A l l  these  top ics  w i l l  he lp  you  bu i ld  upon  your  knowledge  in  KS3 , 

so  that  you  become a  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing ,  pos i t i ve ,  g loba l  c i t i zen .

W h y ?

PSHE is  a  sub jec t  that  i s  about  you .  PSHE wi l l  g ive  you  the  knowledge  and  sk i l l s  t o  go  and  be 

successfu l  in  the  modern  wor ld .  I t  w i l l  o f fe r  you  the  p la t fo rm the  debate  i ssues  that  a re  c lose 

to  your  hear t  and  l ea rn  about  top ics  that  you  wou ld  neve r  s tudy  in  o the r  sub jec ts .  I t  w i l l  t each 

you  how to  communicate  more  e f fec t i ve l y,  manage  a  bus iness ,  have  pos i t i ve  re la t i onsh ips  w i th 

f r i ends ,  fami l y,  and  par tne rs ,  as  we l l  as  fu r the r  unders tand  yourse l f  as  a  pe rson  and  the  wor ld 

a round  you .
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