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School Aged Immunisation Team 

T: 0300 1245515 

E: sirona.sch-imms@nhs.net   
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Dear Parent/ Guardian 

Meningococcal ACWY and Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio vaccinations 

We are offering your Year 9 child a free Meningococcal ACWY vaccine and Diphtheria, Tetanus 
and Polio vaccination in school this year.  

These are likely to take place on Tuesday 18th March. 

Please complete the consent form as soon as possible. 

https://imms.sirona-cic.org.uk/dtp/2024/consent?v=1.6 

What is the Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) vaccination? 

The MenACWY vaccine helps to protect your child against four types of bacteria that can cause 
meningitis and blood poisoning. These diseases are very serious and can kill. 

What is the Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio vaccination? 

Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio are serious diseases that have practically disappeared in this 
country due to the vaccination programme. All children need 5 doses of this vaccine to build and 
maintain immunity. The first 3 doses should have been given as a baby and the fourth dose at 
around four years old. The fifth dose is due now. 

How is the vaccine given? 

The vaccinations are given by two injections in the upper arm. 

Are there any side effects? 

As with most other vaccinations, the side effects of these vaccinations are mild; however, 
soreness, swelling and redness in the arm are common but wear off in a couple of days. More 
serious side effects are very rare.  

Important notes: 

• It is important to talk about the vaccinations with your child. 

• You should complete the form as soon as possible, even if you don’t want your child to 
have the vaccine. 

• If we don’t receive a form telling us your wishes, we may invite your child to consent for 
themselves if they show they understand the vaccination due. This is in line with the Gillick 
Competency Framework. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimms.sirona-cic.org.uk%2Fdtp%2F2024%2Fconsent%3Fv%3D1.6&data=05%7C02%7Co.lee%40nhs.net%7C230a40ed092f4359163108dd41f77644%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638739253295582741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S59qctVlQ7M0eWf9qwr6oIpCOnXxIMChIZg7X8lLW%2FM%3D&reserved=0
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• Information about the vaccinations will be put on your child’s health records 

 

No internet access? 

If you can't access the internet, ask your child's school for a paper consent form, or call us for help 
on 0300 1245515. 

What if I do not want my child to receive the vaccine? 

Please complete the form to let us know.  

Your child's school will tell you the date of the vaccination session. 

What if my child misses the session? 

Catch-up clinics will be available for children who miss the school session. Your child's school will 
send information about these clinics after the school session. 

Want to learn more? 

Immunisations for young people - your questions answered (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations 

Questions? 

Contact the School Immunisation Team: 0300 124 5515 or email sirona.sch-imms@nhs.net  

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Karen Evans 
Head of Specialist Services for Children and Sirona Integrated Immunisation Services 
 

QR code link to consent form 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/849579/PHE_11490_IMM_young_people_A5_booklet_Dec2019.pdf
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations
mailto:sirona.sch-imms@nhs.net

